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PREFACE. 



This little volume is composed of discourses or 
talks given from time to time to the Sunday schools 
of which the author has been pastor. It is intended 
as a plea for ."the Book of books," — the Bible, — 
for the precious promises and precepts which it 
contains ; as a humble offering in the service of the 
Christian church and Sunday school and home, and 
as an aid in promoting that holy religion founded 
on the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of 
Man. The world is yet waiting for this religion. 
Every contribution to it, however small, is worth 
something. This one is sent forth to the children 
and youth of our land, with the prayer that God 
would bless its mission with the approval and 
teaching of his Holy Spirit. 
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TALKS ABOUT THE BIBLE. 



I. 

GOD THE CREATOR. 

^^For every house is huilded by sonie man ; but he that built 
all things is GodJ*^ — Heb. iii. 4. 

Every house has its builder. — This world planned and made by some 
builder. — How the atheist was reproved. — Who built the human 
body? — How it is made. — The head, foot, spine, arteries, nerves, 
heart, brain, and eye. — Seeds and their uses. — Birds, their feath- 
ers and wings. — The elephant. — Insects, reptiles, fishes. — The 
earth fitted up for man. — Wonders of the heavens. — God's wis- 
dom, power, and goodness. — Story of Mungo Park. — The sun, and 
what it does. — What man enjoys. — More of good than evil where 
God reigns. 

"T?VERY house is builded by some man (or 
-^^ maker)." Yes, it must be so. When 
we see a house, we never think that it made its 
first appearance in the place where it stands, 
without any maker. We conclude that it was 
raised there by some person who had a wise 
design in building it. Some one must have 
laid the foundation-walls, and hewed the tim- 
bers, and put them in their places, and planned 
the number and size of the rooms, and arranged 

9 
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where the chimneys, and windows, and doors, 
and stairs and closets should be, and put on 
the hoards, and cljipboartls, and roofing, and 
made it ready to l>e occu})ied. Yes, every 
house was builded by some man — some maker 
— and according to a plan which was in the 
mind of the builder. 

So, when we look upon this world in which 
wc live, and upon all that it contains in such 
variety, or into the heavens and see the multi- 
tude of briglit objects which there greet us, we 
cimnot l)e i^ersuaded tluit all these things came 
into being without any plan, without the work- 
ing of some creator who gave them all their 
forms and their places, and made them for cer- 
tiiin uses which he had in mind even before 
y were created, 
have read somewhere of an atheist, or one 
o pretended that he did not believe in any 
d, who visited at the mansion of a nobleman, 
ere he was very much delighted with a beau- 
ill y painted landscape. He admired the 
II of the artist who had colored so naturally 
rocks, trees, and waters, the fields, and 
uds and sky of the picture. He gazed for a 
g time with admiration upon it, when the 
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nobleman said to him, " Indeed, the painter of 
this landscape was an artist of remarkable skill ; 
but what, my dear sir, do you think of that 
greater Artist who made and painted the origi- 
nal?" That was a wise question, and one 
which perhaps the visitor had not been think- 
ing of. There is nothing in human art that 
can excel the works which we see in nature 
around us. 

It is about God as the Creator that I would 
now speak to you. Let us note some of the 
evidences of his wisdom and skill which we 
may see in his works. 

I have spoken of the house and the builder. 
Let me speak of another house made of different 
materials from the one I have already talked 
of. I mean the human body, which some writer 
has very properly called, " The house I live in." 

What a wonderful work ! Look at parts of 
it. Here is the hand, one of the most ingenious 
of all contrivances ever seen by mortals. The 
woodman uses it in felling trees ; the farmer, in 
ploughing, sowing, and reaping ; the carpenter 
and manufacturer, in their nicest works. Many 
of the great improvements of the world have 
been wrought out by the human hand. The 
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foot, too, how ingeniously is this contrived for 
standing, or balancing the body, or walking. 
There can be no improvements made upon it by 
any human skill. There is the spine, also, thie 
twenty-four bones of the back, so compactly 
joined together, and so contrived that while it 
is firm and can keep the body in an erect po- 
sition, it is at the same time so flexible as to 
bend in all directions. No human artist has 
been able to contrive a chain that can perform 
these two diflferent offices. In the centre of this 
spine is a tube containing the spinal nerve. 
This extends from the brain through the back, 
and reaches to every part of the body by a 
thousand little pipes> which have the name of 
nerves. Besides this, the spine is so adjusted 
that the ribs and legs and arras may be fast- 
ened to it, as well as the many muscles by 
which the limbs and the body are made to 
move. What human skill could have made 
and put into operation such a work as this ? 

Look, again, at the arteries and nerves. The 
arteries carry the blood out from the heart, 
the veins bring it back. These tubes are laid 
over the whole body, and the blood is to pass 
through them all. But by what force? This 
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is already planned. The heart is to do this 
work. This is a hollow muscle in the pentre 
of the body, surrounded with little fibres run- 
ning in different directions. As these muscles 
are contracted the blood is sent out of the 
heart, and as they are relaxed it flows in. The 
arteries and veins are connected with the heart 
— the one to caiTy out the blood, and the other 
to return it. And thus the blood, which is the 
fountain of life in the human body, is made to 
supply it constantly and completely. 

And thus in every part of the body these 
evidences of the wisdom and skill of the con- 
triver are seen. What a marvel is the brain, 
that delicate substance in the skull, without 
which we could not think, and which has been 
the means of doing so much for our world ! 
And the eye, too — that nicely adjusted organ, 
so sheltered by the brow and guarded by the 
bony substances around it, and capable of con- 
veying so much enjoyment to the mind, and of 
making such discoveries among the other great 
and wonderful works of the universe ! Surely 
we can understand why the Hebrew Psalmist 
could say, "I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made 1 " 
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Look at other things in the world about us. 
Here is a seed. It is a little object, but it has 
a remarkable power in it. Dropped into the 
ground, and remaining there for a certain time, 
it sends out a small shoot which grows into a 
stalk of wheat. Without seeds we should have 
no wheat. If we would have crops of this 
grain, we must have seeds multiplied. The 
wheat-stalk grows up from the seed, and when 
the new seed is formed at the head of the stalk, 
it is surrounded with little leaves which protect 
it against frosts or the hot sun, until it has 
grown enough to ripen and become hard and 
fit to be planted. Seeds are little wonders, all 
of them. They are preserved in various ways, 
some in pods, some in shells, some in husks, 
others in pulps and skins and scales. Some 
seeds fall upon the ground and spring up at the 
root of the plant which bore them ; some are 
scattered by the winds and grow up in other 
places ; some are carried by birds to distant 
lands ; and thus the earth is made fertile in its 
vegetation. 

A wise instructor once said to those around 
him, " Behold the fowls of the air ; for they sow 
not neither do they reap nor gather into bams ; 
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y^t your heavenly Father feedeth them." ' 
Their clothing did not come of their own skill 
or workmanship. Who gave it? Was there 
ever more beauty seen than what we find 
among these inhabitants of the air that help to 
make our world so agreeable ? Look at a single 
feather from a bird's wing. What human skill 
could contrive, and make, and paint it — the 
feather of a golden-hued oriole, or bronzed 
humming-bird, or bird-of-paradise, or the gor- 
geous peacock? And if a single feather like 
these has not been originated by man, how 
would he succeed in making the wing of a bird, 
with all its feathers and joints and muscles, so 
that it could be used for flying ? Perhaps you 
have heard how men have tried to invent 
machines to fly with, and what poor work they 
have made of it. So far they have had to give 
it up. Some of the experiments made by them 
have been very ludicrous ones. The wing of a 
bird is one of the most admirable contrivances 
that can be seen in all the animated creation. 
Some day, when you are older, you will be 
very much interested in what the Duke of 
Argyll says on this subject in that admirable 

* Matt. V. 26. 
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volume he wrote entitled, "The Eeign of 
Law." 

Whenever we look into other departments of 
nature, we shall find these evidences of the 
wisdom and skill of the Great Designer. No- 
tice the quadrupeds, or four-footed animals. 
Take the largest we know of, the elephant, and 
see how he is formed. His short but strong 
neck enables him to carry the two heavy tusks 
which are for his defence. Unable to get his 
head to the ground, that remarkable tube or 
trunk is given him. It is made up of thousands 
of small muscles crossing and interlacing each 
other. The trunk is the elephant's hand: he 
turns it this way and that, stretches it out or 
coils it up with the utmost ease, or strikes a 
blow, seizes upon whatever he would carry to 
his mouth, takes in water and swallows it. A 
creature like this shows what wonderful intelli- 
gence and power must have brought it into 
being. 

We may say the same of other quadrupeds* 
In the activity and power of the lion, the speed 
of the deer, the agility of the squirrel, the 
strength and swiftness of the horse, we see the 
same workmanship, and are led to the conclu- 
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sion that these are creatures of creative skill 
and force beyond all that can be conceived of 
by man. 

If we examine how insects, or reptiles, or 
fishes are fonned, we find the same evidences 
of a wise design in them all. The fly, the 
honey-bee, the ant, and the spider are all of 
them worth the study of the old or the young 
who would look into the wonderful things of 
nature. The fins to the fish are what the wings 
are to the bird. By means of these the fish 
passes through the water with great. swiftness, 
turning in any direction it may desire. The 
smallest minnow and the largest whale are 
made with equal skill, beyond any that man 
can employ. And the reptile tribe in the frog, 
the toad, the tortoise, the serpent, and chame- 
leon, show us also this same inventive power. 

The earth on which we live is full of these 
signs of infinite wisdom. It has been slowly 
fitted up, as geologists tell us, through long 
ages, so that man, and the animated creatures 
that are now with him, might dwell here. Once 
it was not fitted for them. The atmosphere 
around it could not be breathed by such beings 
as are now upon it. But when the Creator 
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made it ready for man to come upon it, then 
man was created ; and look where we will, we 
see that the earth is arranged as a suitable 
dwelling-place for him while he lives upon it. 

Standing upon our earth we look out beyond 
it, and what there do we see? Wondei"s still 
greater than any that the earth affords us. The 
sun, the moon, the planets, and the hosts of 
stars that gi-eet us in the vast firmament ; these 
all declare this same infinite power of which I 
have been speaking. Many thousands of these 
orbs are seen by the naked eye ; but when we 
look through the larger telescopes, their num- 
ber is increased beyond human calculation. 
And they are wheeling day and night through 
the heavens, keeping their paths from age to 
age without delay or change of course. Who 
planned them and placed them there? Who 
keeps them in their courses? Who but the 
great and wonderful One whose hand made all 
things ? 

But let us take another view of this great 
creation. I have been speaking of the wisdom 
and power of the great Maker of all. These 
are everywhere seen in His works. But here 
is another question for us to consider. 
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If God is wise and powerful, is he good? 
We want to know how to answer this question. 
An earthly sovereign may have great wisdom 
and power, but he may not be kind and merci- 
ful. He may be tyrannical and cruel. He 
may not love the people over whom he rules. 
In his greatness he may not be good. 

How can we learn whether God is good or 
not ? How do we fomi an opinion of any per- 
son ? Is it not by his conduct ? If we find a 
person who seeks to make others happy, we 
call him benevolent and kind. If we see one 
who takes pleasure in making others miserable 
by injuring their bodies or wounding their feel- 
ings, we say he is malicious and cruel. Now 
we must in this way form our opinion of God, 
the creator of all things. We must study him 
in his works. 

And wherever we look around us in this 
great creation, w(3 see tokens of his goodness. 
He seems to have brought his creatures into 
being that they might find enjoyment in life. 
If we begin with the insect-world we find it 
thus. Dr. Paley, of England, wrote many 
years ago, ''The air, the earth, the water teem 
with delighted existence. In a spring noon or 
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a summer evening, on whichever side I turn 
my eyes, myriads of happy beings crowd upon 
my view. The insect youth are on the wing. 
Their sportive motions testify their joy." 

The fish that abound in the waters, in brooks, 
rivers, ponds, lakes, or the ocean, are not only 
full of life, but they seem to enjoy life con- 
stantly. No creatures that inhabit the air 
appear to be happier than these myi*iads of 
dwellers in the element for which they were 
made and in which God placed them — the 
water. 

The regions of the air are full of this enjoy- 
ment of life. Here are winged creatures of 
every kind, from the condor and eagle that 
make their nests in the highest mountain-cliffs, 
to the minutest humming-bird that with his del- 
icate bill sips the dew from the flower. What 
do we think of when we hear the bird-choirs 
pouring out their charming \nusic in our fields 
and groves and gardens in the summer morn- 
ings or evenings? They sing their sweet 
strains with gladness. They are happy in 
their songs. 

Other animated creatures, with which our 
earth abounds, have this enjoyment of life. 
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The flocks that feed on the mountains and in 
the valleys, the cattle that graze in the fields, 
the squirrel that leaps from bough to bough, 
numerous tribes of animals that range through 
uncultivated deserts and find what they need 
provided by the all-bountiful Hand, — all these 
seem happy in the life that is given them. 

Every part of the earth is peopled. Every 
plant and shrub, almost every drop of water, 
contains its inhabitants. Their number we can- 
not calculate. Thousands are within the space 
of a grain of sand. In some small pools cov- 
ered with a greenish scum, of only a few yards 
in extent, there are more living creatures than 
there are human beings on the face of the 
earth. All these are kindly provided for by 
the Infinite Ci'eator. 

You have heard of Mungo Park, the cele- 
brated traveller in Africa. Once, during his 
first journeying there, he became reduced by 
fatigue and sickness. Wearied and disheart- 
ened, he laid himself down in the wilderness, 
expecting to die there. After thinking for 
some time upon his sad condition, his eye 
caught sight of a little tuft of moss not far 
from him. It was very small, but most deli- 
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cately and beautifully made. Gazing upon it 
thoughtfully, he said to himself, "Can that 
Being who formed this admirable little moss, 
and who takes such care .of it in this lone desert, 
overlook me, his child, in this condition? He 
will not ! " and this thought gave him new 
courage. He saw God's providence in this 
little work of his. He started up and went on 
his journey, and soon found friendly relief. 

" Everywhere his goodness shinetli, 
God is wisdom, God is love." 

Think of that wonderful luminary, the sun. 
How are we blest with it. According to the 
latest conclusions of astronomers, the volume 
of the sun is over 1,200,000 times greater than 
that of the earth. It gives light and heat not 
only to the planet on which we dwell, but to 
many others that are revolving around it in the 
wide fields of space. And what is the sun but 
a constant preacher of the goodness of God? 
What is it doing? It is diffusing good con- 
tinually. In its light we enjoy all the blessings 
of sight, all the beauty of color. By its action 
vegetables are formed from dead matter, the 
sap runs through the trees and plants like the 
blood through our bodies, the flowers glow 
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ivith richest hues, the fruits grow and are 
ripened. 

The attractive power of the sun takes up the 
vapors from lakes and rivers and oceans, to 
descend again from clouds in fruitful showers, 
to supply the sources of the rivers, and to make 
the earth fertile. It cheers all the earth's in- 
habitants, from the polar region to the torrid 
zone. It makes every day a new creation, and 
causes all nature to rejoice in its coming. 
What a dark and cheerless world should we 
.have with no sun to cheer and to bless it ! And 
who but a benevolent being could have made 
and placed such a fountain of joy and glory as 
this in the heavens ? 

Let us think, too, how man was made that 
he might enjoy life. His bodily powers are all 
given him to this end. Here are the senses of 
feeling, seeing, hearing, tasting, and smelling. 
What sources of enjoyment are they all ! How 
agreeable is it to eat, to drink, to breathe the 
fresh air, to feel the genial wannth of the fire 
in winter ! What a pleasure, too, to employ 
our thoughts ; to look out on this great creation 
and enjoy its variety of attractions ; to look 
within us, and realize what powers of mind God 
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has given us, that we may improve them by 
becoming wise and good ourselves, and in doing 
good to our fellow-creatures. If God had been 
a cruel and malignant being he might have made 
us so as to be constantly miserable ; he might 
have made these things which are now sources of 
enjoyment, sources of distress. If he had been 
an evil spirit he would have done so. But he 
has not. His loving-kindness is seen in all his 
works. 

Yes, we may believe that this kindness is 
realized in all other worlds through these vast, 
regions of space. God is there as well as here. 
If his power has no limits, so is his loving- 
kindness unbounded. So we read Nature, that 
wonderful book which its great Author has 
opened everywhere around us. 

In this talk, my young friends, I have only 
glanced at the evidences of God's wisdom, 
power, and goodness in nature. You may 
learn from this what more truth of the same 
kind would teach you. If you say that there 
are many of what we call evil things in the 
world, such as pains, sicknesses, accidents and 
death, I can only say here, that these evils are 
ever under the control of this all-wise and 
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gnicious One, and that he will always see that 
in his universe the good is greater than the evil. 
Think of this now, jind we may find this subject 
made plainer in other words which I shall speak 
to you. 
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II. 

GOD SPEAKING IX THE BIBLE. 

I 

*^ Itoill hear ichat God the Lord loill speak.** — Ps. Ixxxv. 8. 

Men ignorant of God. — Idolatry. —What strange goiis men have wor- 
shipped.— God *h revelation to man in the Bible. — What it teaches. 
— God our Fatlier. — What a good father will do for his children, — 
How we may imitate God. — All men brethren. — The one blood 
relation : what it is and what it means. — What we should be, and 
how we should live. — The life hereafter. — Writers of the Bible. — 
Children on the island, and a father's letter to them. — God's letter 
to his children. — The Bible for all. — Story of che dying sohlier. — 
The Bible chained, and the Bible free 

/^ OD provides foi' the wants of all his crea- 
^^ tures. The Psalmist exclaims, " Thou 
openest thine hand and satisfiest the desii*e of 
every living thing."* He provides for man. 
He has created him and placed him upon the 
earth, and is constantly supplying him with 
that which satisfies his bodily wants, and which 
imparts to him comfort and pleasui'e through 
the bodily senses. 

But he has done more than this. If he re- 
members that we are dust, he remembers also 
that we are spiritual beings, that we have minds 

> Ps. cxliv. 16. 
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• 
as well as bodies, souls as well as earthly 

frames, in which these souls live. And he has 

made provision to meet and supply our spiritual 

wants. He has given us his Word — that 

truth coming from him which we find in our 

'' Book of books," the Bible. 

There were certain things which man needed 
to know when he came into this world. lie 
needed to know who created him, why he was 
created, what he could do and enjoy here upon 
the earth, and whether he was to live hereafter. 
And he finds instruction on all these subjects in 
the Bible. 

He could not have found such instruction 
anywhere else. Although Gods works are 
constantly telling us of his wisdom and skill 
and power, yet they do not clearly reveal his 
character as a just ruler and a gracious father 
and friend. Men could not find out all that 
they needed to know of the true God by the 
light of nature only. In their ignorance they 
worshipped idols — false gods of every descrip- 
tion. Their worship made them low and vile. 
They performed senseless and degrading r4tes ; 
they sacrificed human beings, and even their 
own children, to appease the wrath of their 
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• 
gods. Such was heathenism of old ; and it is 

still in the world. 

This idolatry has been practised by what 
have been called civilized nations, who have 
had no Revelation. Our Bible tells us that 
" the world by wisdom knew not God." The 
heavenly bodies were proba>)ly first worshipped, 
and then various other objects of creation. In 
Egyi)t, for instance, the people worshipped 
bulls, crocodiles, apes, cats, frogs, and ser- 
pents. At Athens, that ancient and polished 
city of Greece, the Christian Apostle Paul 
found the city wholly given over to idolatry. 
And in the first chapter of the Epistle to the 
Romans you will find a description of heathen 
depravity as startling and sad as any you will 
ever read of on the pages of human history. 

And if we look over the world now, we shall 
find this idolatry, this darkness, this need of u 
knowledge of the true God. If we study the 
history of nations, too, we shall find that none 
of them have ever turned from atheism or idol- 
atry to the worship of the true God without the 
assistance of that book of his Revelation in 
which Christians profess to believe — the Bible. 
Wherever nations are most in darkness, vou 
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may be sure that they have not known the 
Bible. Wherever the nations have most intel- 
.ligence, the best governments, and the most 
enjoyment of life, you may be sure that the 
Bible has been the chief cause of this superior 
condition. 

What does the Bible teach us ? Let us un- 
derstand. 

It teaches us what we need to know of God. 
Not only that he is the ci'eator of all, and that 
he rules over all, but that he created all things 
in his goodness, and that in this same goodness he 
governs the universe. " He doeth according to 
his will in the army of heaven and among the 
inhabitants of the earth ; and none can stay his 
hand or say unto him. What doest thou?" * If 
he rules by his power, he rules by his goodness, 
also ; just as a good earthly father rules in his 
family. 

God is our father. It is not enough for us 
to know that he is creator and sovereign ; that 
he has all wisdom and power. What is the 
most interesting relation he bears to man ? We 
say, that of a parent. We are his offspring. 
When he created man in bodily form, he made 

» Dan. iv. 35. 
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him in his own moral image; made him a 
rational, spiritual being ; made him so that he 
could know this great parent, understand his 
law, heed his commandments, and be blest in 
his service. Man is, therefore, God's child; 
his child by creation. He is not always God's 
child in character ; he never is when he is not 
God-like. But then in this one sense he is 
always God's child, God created him, and loves 
him, and will love him to all eternity, infinitely 
more than it is possible for the best earthly 
parent to love his offspring. Man may be dis- 
obedient; still God loves him, although he 
abhors his evil ways : just as good earthly 
fathers love their wayward and disol>edient 
children, although they detest their evil actions. 
God, then, is the father of mankind. He is 
the creator of beasts, birds, fishes, and all 
creeping things of the animal kingdom; of 
trees, and plants, and fruits, and flowers. But 
we do not call him the father of such as these. 
He is father to those who partake of his moral 
nature. Man partakes of this, and is the off- 
spring of God. 

The Bible is full of this truth of the Divine 
Paternity. When man was created, we read of 
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the word said to have then been spoken of him 
by the Creator, " Let us mak^ man in our 
image, after our likeness ; " that is, let man be 
created with a, spiritual, a God-like nature. So 
was he constituted ; and being made thus, the 
Creator has a parent's interest in him. The 
prophet Malachi asks the questions, " Have we 
not all one Father? Hath not one God created 
us?"* In the New Testament we find this 
great truth more clearly spoken of than in the 
Old. No teacher ever made it so plainly 
known as Jesus. He never says so much about 
Jehovah, or the Creator, or the Ruler of the 
universe, as he does about the Father. "I 
came forth from the Father ; the Father loveth 
the Son, and hath given all things into his 
hands. When ye pray, say, Our Father, who 
art in heaven." * 

God is a good father. Now what do we 
understand by this ? What are our most per- 
fect ideas of an earthly parent? We answer, 
that he will love his children impartially ; that 
he will not require anything of them that they 
are incapable of performing ; that he will forbid 
them to do what he sees will injure them ; that 

» Mai. ii. 10. - John xvi. 28 ; iii. 35 ; Mat, vi. 9. 
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he will properly correct, and if need be, chas- 
tise them. But in all punishment, he will have 
their good in view ; he will encourage his chil- 
dren in all their attempts to do well, and bless 
them with his approbation for so doing. We 
can truly say all this of a good earthly parent. 
We can say the same of our Father in heaven. 

We can imitate him ; and we are directed to. 
"Be ve followers of God as dear children."* 
What a privilege as well as duty is this ! Fol- 
lowers of God ! Why, we need only this kind 
of life to render us as perfect as mortals here 
can be. '' God is love ; " we may imitate him by 
loving him in return, and by loving our fellow- 
men as he loves them. God loves his enemies : 
we are commanded to love ours also. God will 
overcome evil with good : we are required to do 
so. God hates sin : so are we to hate it. What 
a world this would be if all men understood, if 
all men believed in this heavenly truth, that 
God is our father I 

The Bible teaches us that all men are breth- 
ren. They must be, since they all have one 
heavenly father. We all have a family inter- 
est. We are not divided. When the Apostle 

J Eph. V. 1. 



00 D SPEAKING IN THE BIBLE, 33 

Paul preached to the Athenians at Mars Hill, — 
of which you will read in the seventeenth chap- 
ter of the Acts of the Apostles, — you hear him 
speaking of the God who " made of one blood 
all nations of men to dwell upon the face of the 
earth." This " one blood " relation makes men 
brethren. Brothers and sisters, and other mem- 
bers of families, are called " blood relations," 
because they are considered very near to each 
other. Just so may we understand this family 
connection of the whole race. We are all 
brothers and sisters. 

All men are bound to love and to help one 
another; and for this reason, that God loves 
them all with an everlasting love. This is 
what the New Testament teaches : " Beloved, 
if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 
another." We should indulge in no wicked 
prejudice against our fellow-men ; we should 
seek to do them good and not evil. If they are 
wicked, we are to love them, — not their wick- 
edness, but them. If they are ignorant, poor, 
helpless, forsaken, we are to love them, and if 
it is in our power we are to take pleasure in 
relieving them. Our world has been a happy 
world just so far as men have thus lived. But 
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most people have not thus lived. Only 
think what a teiTible chapter the past history 
of man is ! What dreadful wrongs, cruelties, 
and abominations have been carried on in the 
world ! What atrocious persecutions, what 
horrible slaveries, what bloody wars ! Tribe 
against tribe, nation against nation ; and how 
much of this hatred and animosity still exists ! 
But it is all contrary to the teachings of the holy 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. That says, ''Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you and persecute you ; 
that ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven." * God loves all men, and 
all men should love one another. 

The Bible teaches us what we need to know 
of ourselves. We are God's children by crea- 
tion, and may become his children in character, 
if we will leara of him and do his will. We 
belong to him, and should therefore love and 
serve him. Just as we are bound to obey and 
honor our earthly parents, so are we bound to 
obey and honor our Father in heaven. You 
may grow up into manhood and womanhood, 

1 Matt. V. 44, 45. 
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and be no longer dependent on your earthly 
parents ; but you never can outgrow your de- 
pendence upon your Heavenly Father. You 
will always need his mercy, his loving-kindness 
and care. ** Therefore glorify God in your 
bodies and spirits which are his."* We are 
capable of becoming like him not in measure, 
but in kind. Like him, we may be truthful, 
just, good^ and pure. This is what the Bible 
directs us to do. " Be ye followers of God as 
dear children." We never could have learned 
all this if the Bible bad not been given to us. 

The Bible teaches us our duty : and that is to 
love God with all our heart and mind and 
strength, and to love our fellow-men as our- 
selves. This is the great Law of the Lord. 
If God hated us, we could not love him, any 
more than we could love an earthly parent who 
had never shown any love for us. We might 
fear and tremble when we thought or spoke or 
heard of him, but we could not love him. But 
because of his unfailing love to us, we are 
bound to love him always. We are bound to 
love our fellow-men, l^ecause they are members 
of one gi'eat family, and because these members 

' Cor, vi. 26, 
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are dependent upon each other, just as the 
members of the human body are. If one is 
injured, all are injured. If the head, or hand, 
or foot is wounded or pained, the whole body 
feels the pain. If one member of this great 
human family suffers, all somehow suffer with 
it ; if one member rejoice, all rejoices, " for the 
body is not one member, but many." * If men 
injure others they injure themselves ; if they 
love and help others, they are blessing them- 
selves at the same time. 

We are bound to keep God's commandments, 
because in so doing we are securing our own 
good ; we are preserving our own spiritual life. 
We partake of our daily food that our bodily 
health and strength may be preserved. So God 
gives us this bread of his Word to feed upon, 
that our souls may live. We all know how 
sweet good food is to us when we are hungry. 
This Word of God says, "Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
for they shall be filled." Ancient Job said of 
the precepts contained in God's Word, " X have 
esteemed the words of his mouth more than my 
necessary food." And the Psalmist says of the 

1 1 Cor. xii. 14. 
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divine instructions, that thev are "sweeter also 
than honey and the honej^comh." 

The Bible teaches us that man is immortal. 
No other book affirms this truth so clearly. 
There are a great many books in the world that 
speak of the future life of man, but none of 
them give us such an evidence as that which we 
find in the teachings and in the resun-ection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. He came forth 
from God, and lived in this world with men, 
and instructed them in the doctrine of immor- 
tality, and prophesied to his friends that he 
should die as all men die, and then be raised 
again from the dead. His prophecy was ful- 
filled. He was crucified by his enemies, and 
the third day he arose from the dead, and after 
making himself known as the risen Christ, he 
went away from the earth to the Father, and 
lives evermore with him, and assures us, that as 
he lives, we shall live also. This is what a 
Christian apostle says : " Now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the first fruits of 
them that slept. As we have borne the image 
of the earthly, we shall also bear the image of 
(he heavenly."* 

' 1 Cor, XV. 20, 49. 
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Without this hope through Jesus Christ of 
the future life for us, and for all who are dear 
to us, and for all our nice, we should now be 
groping in the darkness of heathenism. But 
while the Bible is ours, there shines in it the 
light of immortality. The sting of death is 
taken away. The grave's power cannot hold 
us ; and we can say, as we accept this heavenly 
truth, '' Thanks be unto God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." Such 
is this blessed revelation which the Bible con- 
tains, teaching us of God, of man, of our duty 
and destiny. What could we do without it ? 

By whom was the Bible written? Not by 
one person, but by many persons. Some wei*e 
more learned, and some had more ability than 
others. But all intended to Avrite what they 
believed to be the will and word of God respect- 
ing man. They lived In different times, and 
wrote in different places, and therefore could 
have had no intercourse with each other, and 
could have made no arrangement with each 
other to compose such a book as the Bible. 
But yet they all agree in bringing before us 
these great truths of which I have been speak- 
ing. God revealed to them, and caused them 
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to write, that which he knew the world would 
need ; as an apostle tells us, " All scripture 
given by inspiration of God, is profitable for 
doctrine, for correction, for reproof, and for 
instruction in righteousness." * 

Most of you have heard the story of Robin- 
son Crusoe, — of his being left on a lonely island, 
and of the life he led there. Supposing that, 
like him, one of you children were to be left 
on such an island, afar out in the ocean, and 
you should find youi"self without any direction 
which way to go, or what to do for yourself. 
And suppose, that while you were in this con- 
dition, a ship should appear in sight, and a boat 
should come from it towards the shore of the 
island, and some one should come from that 
boat after it had landed, and bring you a letter 
from a dear father, — a letter containing direc- 
tions for you ; telling you where to go and 
what to do in that island ; how you might there 
provide for yourself and be made comfortable 
and happy until he should send for you, and 
that soon, to make your home with him? What 
would you think of that letter? Would you 
say. It is of no importance to me ; I care but 

1 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
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little about it? Would it not be one of the 
most precious of all letters you ever received? 

My young friends, this Bible is God's letter 
to you, and to me. Here upon this island, the 
Earth, in this great ocean of space, we are 
placed, with no knowledge of what we are to 
do or how we shall provide for our spiritual 
wants ; and this gracious Father, who knows 
more about our dwelling-place than we do, 
sends us a letter, directing us how we shall find 
the food we need for our souls, and the employ- 
ment that will most bless us, until in his good 
time he shall send for us and bring us to his 
everlasting home in the heavens. Should we 
not prize the Bible ? 

The Bible is for all. It is not for the learned, 
or the rich, or the exalted among men, only. 
It is for the ignomnt, the poor, and the lowly. 

A poor soldier in the Crimean war, foot-sore 
and faint, threw himself on the ground perhaps 
to die. " One drop," he munnured. 

" Not a drop of water in the canteen," said 
his conniide ; " what can I do for you ? " 

*' There is one that is never dry," said the 
poor soldier. " It is full of the water of life. 
I want a drop of that. Jemmy, open my knap- 
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sack and get it — my Bible: let me have a 
drink ! " 

Jemmy obeyed, found the Bible, and began 
to read. " That's it ! " said the feeble and 
weary one. "I shall never get home to old 
England again, but, blessed be God, I shall go 
to a better home through Christ the living way ! 
Ah, Jemmy, if the Bible was writ for any man, 
it was writ for the poor soldier ! " 

Yes, and the sailor feels that it was written 
for him, and the widow that it was written for 
. her, and the orphan children that it was written 
for them. It suits every class and condition of 
life, because it has the same great and gracious 
God, and the same true and loving Christ for 
all. The Bible is everybody's book. 

Those of us who can have the Bible in our 
houses, and read it when we please, know not 
how to prize so great a privilege. The time 
has been when a copy of *the Bible commanded 
such a price that none but very rich people 
could purchase one. Now, any person, who has 
thirty or forty cents to spare, may buy a very 
pretty pocket edition of the sacred volume. 

Then, in the early part of the Reformation in 
England, the Bible was placed in the churches. 
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and commonly chained to the desk, for the use 
of the common people ; and many frequently 
assembled in the churches to hear it read. 
Thank God, we have no chained Bibles in our 
land for those who wish to read and understand 
this revelation of God to his children. Though 
there are many minds in bondage, this ^ Word 
of God is not bound " * Let us daily consult it, 
and pray to its holy Author that we may heed 
its wise and heavenly instructions. Without 
it, we walk in darkness ; with it, we " shall 
have the light of life." Let the song of our 
hearts be : 

** We won't give up the Bible, 

God's holy book of truth. 
The blessed staff of hoary age. 

The guide of early youth ; 
The lamp which sheds a glorious light 

O'er eveiy dreaiy road, 
The voice which speaks a Saviour's love. 

And leads us home to God ! " 

» 2 Tim. a. 9. 
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III. 

THE BIBLE: WHAT HAS IT DONE? 

The counsel of the Lord standeth forever ; the thoughts of 
his heart to all generations. — Ps. xxxiii. 11. 

How the Bible has been preserved by the Jews, through many 
changes. — Other ancient books gone. — Old Testament and New. — 
The Apocrypha. — Writers of the Bible; though different they 
agree. — What the Bible has done ; what for the Jews, and 
other nations. — Idolatry destroyed. — Dark times in England.— 
Field of slaughter. — Changes in Europe. — Wicked laws and prac- 
tices put away. — Woman elevated and honored. — Slavery and 
war. — Hospitals and asylums. — The Christian Sabbatb. — Foolish 
prophecy of Voltaire. — The Hindoo and New Zealander. — Ten 
questions about the Bible. 

TN a former talk about the Bible, I said it 
was a revelation from our Heavenly Father 
to his children in this world. I will now speak 
of what the Bible has done for mankind. 

In the iirst place, let me tell you how won- 
derfully it has been preserved. We call the 
Bible the oldest book in the world. It is be- 
lieved that the first portions of it were written 
three thousand three hundred years ago, — 
nearly one thousand years earlier than any other 
history. We account the preservation of the 
Scriptures remarka!)le.f()r a number of reasons. 
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One is, that the Jews, who had^he care of the 
different books that are in it, had many changes 
and trials. They w^ere taken captive into 
Babylon, where they remained seventy j^ears. 
Their temple, and the ark in it which contained 
a copy of their law, were destroyed, their wor- 
ship was broken up, and their city laid waste. 
But through their captivity their scriptures 
were preserved. One of their cruel conquerors 
ordered that whoever was found with a book 
of the Law should be put to death, and every 
copy of it that was found was burned. Yet 
through all this trial the Jews did not lose their 
book of the Law. 

Then, the Jews were often disposed to run 
into idolatry. The wicked wife of a king of 
Israel once attempted to have all the prophets 
of the Lord destroyed ; and if her evil designs 
had been accomplished, the Old Testament 
might have been destroyed with them. But 
this evil did not come to pass, although there 
was a time afterwards when the Jewish people 
were unable to obtain a copy of their Scrip- 
tures, until one was found by Hilkiah, the 
high priest in the house of the Lord. ^ 

» 2 Kings xxvili. 8 ; 2 Chron. xxlv. 14 
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When we take note of these facts, it is some- 
what remarkable that the scriptures of the Jews 
are translated into more than a hundred lan- 
guages, and that millions of copies of them ai'e 
now circulated in the world. But if we look 
after the ancient books of the other great na- 
tions who lived when the Jews did, — such as 
the Chaldeans, Phenicians, and Egyptians, — 
we are unable to find them. A few from Egypt 
are in a strange language, so that but little 
knowledge can be gained in reading them. 

The Bible has been preserved unaltered 
through all the different translations of it. The 
Jews were so careful in making copies of it, 
that they would not permit the slightest altera- 
tion to be made. A law was enacted by them 
which declared a person to be guilty of the 
greatest sin who should make the slightest 
alteration in their sacred books. In all the 
severe words which Jesus spoke to the Jews, 
he never charged them with altering their 
scriptures. The books of the Old Testament, 
as both Jews and Christians believe, contain a 
special revelation of God to his children. The 
books of the New Testament with which we 
arc acquainted are acknowledged by both Jews 
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and Christians to be those which existed in our 
Saviour's time ; and both of them agree that 
wherever they have been translated into the 
languages of the different nations, they have 
been alike in all instances. 

That part of the Bible called the New Testa- 
ment was written after the coming of Christ 
into the world. In the early days of the 
Christian history it was read in Christian assem- 
blies. The books which we now have were 1*6- 
ceived as truthful, and were preserved unaltered 
with the greatest care. We are infomied that 
when a minister of Asia had published a spuri- 
ous piece under the name of Paul, he was imme- 
diately exposed, and notices of his forgery were 
sent abroad, wherever they could be, to all the 
churches. Very ancient manuscripts of the 
New Testament are in existence, and although 
written in different and distant countries, they 
vary but little from each other. 

The book called the Apocrypha, which is 
found in many of our large Bibles, is not 
thought by Christians to be an important part 
of the Bible, onlv as it is connected with 
ancient history, and as many of its instructions 
agree with those of the Old and New Testa- 
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ments. But it was never considered sacred by 
the Jews, was never alluded to by Jesus or his 
apostles, and is not in the catalogue of sacred 
books given by Christian writers during the 
first four centuries. These books were read in 
the Church after the fourth century ; but an 
ancient Christian writer, of high repute, informs 
us that " they were read for example of life and 
instruction of manners, but were not applied to 
establish any doctrine." The Old and New 
Testaments, therefore, are what Christians re- 
ceive as books containing a special revelation 
of God's grace and truth to mankind. 

A few words alx)ut the writers of the Bible. 
The Bible contains the writings of many 
authors. They were men in different stations 
of life. Moses, who wrote the Pentateuch, 
was a leader of his nation ; brought up as the 
son of Phai'aoh's daughter, and was learned in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians. David and 
Solomon were kings ; Daniel was a minister of 
state ; Ezra was a priest and a scribe ; Amos 
wa« a herdsman ; Matthew a tax-gatherer ; Luke 
a physician ; Paul a learned Pharisee ; Peter 
and John were fishermen. One writer fmmes 
laws, as Moses ; another gives us a part of the 
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history of a nation, as Joshua; another of a 
private family, as the author of the Book of 
Ruth ; another writes Psalms, as David ; or 
Proverbs, as Solomon ; Isaiah, Jeremiah, Eze- 
kiel and others give prophecies ; the four 
Evangelists a biography of Jesus ; Luke the 
doings of the apostles ; Paul, Peter, John and 
others write letters or epistles. There are 
prophecies in the Old Testament of things that 
are spoken of in the New ; and all through the 
New there are allusions to the Old. David, 
the king and psalmist of Isniel, wrote about 
four hundred years after Moses ; Isaiah about 
two hundred and fifty years after David ; 
Matthew more than seven hundred years after 
Isaiah, and four hundred years after Malachi, 
the last of the writers in the Old Testament. 
Between Moses who wrote the first, and John 
who wrote the last, of the sixty-six books which 
form our present Bible, there was an interval 
of about fifteen hundred years. 

Thus we see how remarkable it is that a book 
written at such different times, and l)y persons 
so remote from each other, should have such 
agreement and unity in all its parts. What is 
our conclusion? Why, that one mind had over- 
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sight of all the work ; that these testimonies of 
the Lord have one great design in them, and, 
as the Psahnist says, are to be taken ''as a 
heritage forever." 

And now, let us next inquire what good 
work the Bible has been doing in our world. 
How has God's truth in it enlightened the 
nn'nds and Improved the characters and actions 
of men? History will inform us. 

We find in the Old Testament that the He- 
brew people, to whom God gave his word, were 
most prosperous and happy when they gave 
heed to the teachings of this word. When 
they departed from them, they became corrupt, 
and the divine judgments were visited upon 
them. You will find a description of this con- 
dition of the Jewish people in the first i)aii: of 
the third chapter of the book of Zephaniah. In 
the thirty-fourth chapter of the second book of 
Clironicles we read of the King Josiah, that he 
was anxious to have his peoi>le give heed to 
this law;. "And he gathered together all the 
elders of Judah and Jerusalem. And the king 
went up into the house of the Lord, and all the 
men of Judah and peoi)le of flerusalem, priests 
and Levites, great and small ; " and he read to 
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tbem the words of the book of the covenant that 
was found in the house of the Lord. And the 
king there made a covenant to keep the testi- 
monies of the Lord, and caused all that wei^e 
present to agree to the same. " And through 
all his days they departed not from following 
the Lord, the God of their fathers." And all 
this time there was prosperity in Isi-ael. 

In the eighth and thirteenth chapters of the 
book of Nehemiah we are told how the people 
were blest by separating themselves from those 
who had done profane things, and by heeding 
the directions of the Divine Law. Hear what 
the Psalmist says about this law : " The law of 
the Lord is perfect, converting the soul : the 
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple : the statutes of the Lord are right, re- 
joicing the heart: the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes: the fear 
of the Lord is clean, enduring forever: the 
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether. More to be desired are they than 
gold ; sweeter also than honey and the honey- 
comb. Moreover, by them is thy servant 
warned, and in keeping of them there is great 
reward. Wherewithal shall a young man 
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cleanse his way ? By taking heed thereto 
according to thy word. Thy word have I hid 
in my heart, that I might not sin against 
thee." ^ 

Come now to the New Testament and see 
how the preaching and teaching of God's truth 
blessed many who heard it. The Christian apos- 
tles went out into a wicked world to preach this 
truth. They preached in great cities, like Je- 
rusalem, Corinth, Ephesus, Colosse, and Rome. 
But in the midst of all this wickedness, they 
saved great numbers by turning them from their 
evil ways and making them workers of right- 
eousness. There never were known before 
among men such wonderful changes in persons 
as took place under the ministries of these holy 
and devoted seiTants of the Most High. Justin 
Martyr, who was educated a heathen philoso- 
pher, and wrote about the middle of the second 
century, says of his fellow-Christians : " We 
who formerly used the charms of magic, have 
devoted ourselves to the true God; we who 
delighted in impurity, now obser\'e the strict- 
est chastity ; and we who valued money and 
gain above all things, now cast what we have 

' Ps. xix., cxix. 
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in common, and distribute to every man accord- 
ing to his necessities." He speaks also of vast 
multitudes throughout the Roman empire, who 
htwl been subjects of this great chjuige. Origen, 
one of the most eminent of the ancient Chris- 
tian ministers, makes similar statements ; and 
the Emperor Julian, who became an apostiite 
from the Christian faith, commends the conduct 
of the Christians to the pagims, on account of 
the purity of their lives and their great kind- 
ness not only to strangers, but to their enemies. 
Base men, thieves, drunkards and others put 
away their vile habits and lived pure lives. 
The headstrong became gentle, the proud hum- 
ble, the covetous generous, the cniel merciful. 
So their friends and so their enemies declare. 
What facts are these, and what a grand testi- 
mony do they give us in favor of the truth of 
God which we have in the Scriptures I. 

Where Saint Paul's church in London and 
Saint Peter's church in Westminster now stand, 
there once stood the temples of Diana and 
Apollo. "The darkness of those times," says 
Bishop Jewell, " was such that men slew their 
own children and offered them up to idols." 
The Irish people once sacrificed their first-born 
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children to their chief idol, Crom Cruach. 
There is a plain in the county of Leitrim which 
was once called the Field of Slaughter^ because 
of these horrible sacrifices which took place 
from time to time until Christianity was intro- 
duced there in the fifth century. Such evils in 
these places were long since done away ; and 
why? Because the Scriptures came, to the 
people, and God's truth in them spoke to their 
hearts and purified their lives. When Saint 
Paul came into Europe, idolatry prevailed all 
over it. Now, in this same Europe, no idol- 
worship exists. 

What, now, are some of the blessings which 
the Bible has wrought for man ? 

As we have just seen, wherever the truth of 
the Christian religion was accepted, idolatry 
was put away. It has been so from the begin- 
ning in this work of God with men. Wherever 
a Christian missionary now goes among the 
heathen, his first work is to instruct them in the 
worship of the true God, that their worship of 
idols may be abandoned. 

The fights of gladiators and all the bloody 
sports of Rome came to an end when Chris- 
tianity was accepted l>y Roman rulers, and gave 
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direction to the laws of the empire. Under 
Christianity woman has been honored as she 
never was under heathenism. We read more 
about woman in the New Testament than we do 
in all the books of heathen philosophers. As 
the nations become more and more acquainted 
with the religion of the New Testament and 
receive its spirit into their hearts, the more will 
woman be honored, and the more refining and 
improving will her influence be in all human 
society. 

Where Christianity has come, the cruelties 
of human slavery have been lessened, and 
slavery itself has ceased to be. Christian na- 
tions have been led to see the wickedness of it, 
and it has gradually grown less, and is now 
abolished by nearly every civilized nation under 
the sun. It was the power of Christian truth, 
the conviction of right according to the teach- 
ings of Christianity, that caused slavery to be 
abolished in our own country. It had grown 
until the conscience of the nation could endure 
it in peace no longer. So will it be every- 
where as Christianity marches on through the 
nations. 

And why? Let us understand. The Bible 
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teaches us that all men are equal in the sight of 
God their Heavenly Father. Nothing can be 
plainer than this. Slavery always told a false- 
hood when it denied this. The Declaration of 
Independence which our Revolutionary ikthers 
sent out to the world told the truth. It said, 
" All men are created free and equal, and are 
endowed bv their Ci^eator with certain inalien- 
a1)le rights, among which are, life, lil)erty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.'" This is Christianity, 
and it is what Christianity is all the time 
preaching to all the nations ; and when all the 
nations of the earth hear and lielleve this in 
their hearts, there nill l)e no such thing as 
slavery from the rising to the setting sun. 

Look again. Christianity has raised up in- 
stitutions of benevolence and charity such as 
were never heard of among heathen nations. 
Neither a hospital nor an alms-house, nor any 
similar provision for the needy, was known to 
the pagan world. Our asylums for the desti- 
tute, for orphans, for the 1)lind, and deaf, and 
dumb, for the idiotic and insane, the aged and 
infii*m, the wayward and offending that they 
may be reformed, — all these are Christian in- 
stitutions. We hear and know of them because 
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the Bible has gone abroad into the world, and 
the religion of Jesus has been believed in by 
mankind. 

The Sabbath is one of the excellent institu- 
tions which the Bible has conferred upon us. 
I mean the Christian Sabbath, or Lord's Day ; 
the worship-day of the early Christians ; the 
day which commemorates the rising of our 
Lord from the dead, and which has been one 
of the great blessings of oiir own nation, and 
especially of New England. 

Such, then, are some of the great benefits 
which the Bible has conferred upon the world. 
They show the goodness of our Heavenly 
Father in granting to his children the very in- 
stniction which they need in every age, and 
which they always will need in this world of 
imperfection, error, and sin. 

And now let us understand that what God 
has thus spoken to the world he will continue 
to speak ; what he has preserved thus far he 
will still preserve. His truth will live. Hear 
what he said anciently ; and it is what he says 
now : " For as the rain cometh down, and the 
snow from heaven, and retumeth not thither, 
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring 
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forth and bud, that it may give seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater ; so shall my word 
be that goeth forth out of my mouth : it shall 
not return unto me void ; but it shall accom- 
plish that which I please, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it." * 

Voltaire, one of the most noted unbelievers 
in Europe, a hundred yeai's ago, said that at 
the beginning of the nineteenth century, the 
Bible would cease to be ; and yet it is now 
circulated over the earth in two hundred lan- 
guages ; and the very house in which Voltaire 
lived in Germany has been actually the dej>osi- 
tory of a Bible Society, whei-e copies of the 
Bible have been given and sold. It is the one 
Book, for all men, of all nations and climes. 
We have heard of a Hindoo and a New Zeu- 
lander who met upon the deck of a missionary 
ship. They had been converted from their 
heathenism, and were brothers in Christ; but 
they could not speak to each other. They 
pointed to their Bibles, shook hands, smiled in 
one another's faces, but that was all. At last a 
happy thought occurred to the Hindoo. With 
sudden joy he exclaimed, " Hallelujah ! " The 

» Isa. Iv. 11. 
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New Zealander in delight cried out, " Amen ! " 
These two words, not found in their own 
heathen tongues, but given them by the Gospel, 
were to them the beginning again of " one lan- 
guage and one speech." It is a cheering 
and delighting thought that Christian truth, as 
it comes to us in the Bible, has but one lan- 
guage wherever it is found, and that is the 
lanoruaofe of love — love to God and love to 
man. It is thus ^'a heritage forever "for our 
race. 

And now, another word. Let us learn how 
to prize this Book of books, which our Heavenly 
Father has given us. Let every young reader 
of this little volume think of the following ques- 
tions, and the one answer to them ; and have 
them so familiarly in mind that they may be 
often called up in thought, or repeated for the 
benefit of others. 

1. In what book do we learn most about God as 
the father of all men ? In the Bible. 

2. In what book do we find the best religion 
taught to man ? In the Bible. 

3. In what book do we find the best examples 
of human character ever given to the world ? In 
Ihe Bible. 

4. In what book do we read of the greatest re- 
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ligious teacher the world has ever known ? In the 
Bible, 

5. What book has done meet for the moral and 
religious welftune of the world ? The Bible. 

6. What religious hook lias been most approved 
and reoommended by the wisest and most enlight- 
ened of men? The Bible. 

7. What book of all other books ought to be 
most attentively read and heeded ? The Bible. 

8. What book should be the daily counsellor of 
the old and the young? Tlie Bible, 

9. What book would do the world most good, 
if all the people in the worid would obey its in- 
structions? Hie Bible. 

10. What are we to think of those who pretend 
to be learned and wise, and yet who speak lightly 
of the Bible t 



60 TALKS ABOUT THE BIBLE. 



IV. 

VARIETY OF READING IN THE BIBLE. 

Thy testimonies are my delight, and my counsellors. — 

Psalm cxix. 24. 

Good and bad books. — The Bible tbe best. ~ Why the young should 
read it. — A book of History, the oldest of all. — A book of 
Laws, some for all times and peoples. — A book of Characters, 
good and bad. — A book of Prophecy : Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre, 
Egypt, Jerusalem. — A book of lYavels : Hebrews from Egypt to 
Canaan, Christ in his ministry, the Apostles. — A book of Poetry : 
Job, Psalms, Isaiah, the Apocalypse.— Anecdote of Scotch scholar 
and peasant. — A book of Heavenly Counsel for all ages and con- 
ditions. — Great variety in it. — An old writer's testimony. 

^T^HERE are a great many books in the world, 
^ and also a great many readers of books. 
It was said of old, that ''of making books there 
is no end." It has seemed so for hundreds and 
thousands of years ; and it seems so now. 

There are good and bad books everywhere. 
The good books are doing, good, but the bad 
ones are doing evil to those who read them. 
Many children and youth who have a strong 
passion for reading are injured by the bad 
books which come into their hands. 

There is one book which desei-ves to be read 
laore than all others, because it is the best book 
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in the world. I mean The Bible. We have 
never heard of any one who was made evil and 
sinful by reading and heeding it ; but we have 
known of many who have gone into the way of 
sin and suffering because they chose not to fol- 
low its righteous directions. 

The reason why many young persons do not 
feel interested in reading the Bible is, because 
they know so little about it. They have not 
heard it read by others, perhaps ; or when it 
has been read in their hearing it has not 
seemed to them pleasing or instructing. They 
have been accustomed to think that they would 
nither read almost any other book than the 
Bible. They have not really known what a 
rich and excellent book the Bible is. Many 
children have said, "Why, here is the Bible on 
the table, or shelf, or stand, and we can read 
that any time. We want something new and 
fresh to read, — not this book which seems so 
very old." 

Indeed ! Would it not be better, young 
friends, to make yourselves acquainted with 
this venerable old volume, and see how many 
things of interest you can find in it ; what a 
fund of knowledge it contains, and how it will 
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seem new and more attractive to you as you 
search its pages. 

Let us see what the book contains, as well 
as we can, in this brief talk I may have with 
you. 

In the first place, it is a book of History. 
Most 3'oung people like to hear history read or 
related to them. They like to learn what was 
going on in the world long before they came 
into it. And this book will tell you. It goes 
back in history to the very creation of the uni- 
verse. It tells us that ''in the beginning Grod 
created the heavens and the earth." No history 
has ever gone back fiirther than this. It 
speaks, first of all, of God the Creator; and 
declares to us how the worlds and all things in 
them were created by his power, and are all 
supplied of his fulness and in his loving-kind- 
ness. It is a history of the world in its infancy ; 
and this history comes down through long cen- 
turies, telling us of God's dealings with his 
children, until his holy Son Jesus Christ ap- 
peared as the Light and Guide of mankind. 
The history of the Jewish nation, which the 
Bible contains, is one of the most remarkable 
and instructive of any ever given to the world. 
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The history of Abraham, who came out of his 
native country at the command of the Lord to 
inherit another land, and to become the father 
of a great nation ; the history of Moses, from 
his infancy, when he was cast upon the river 
Nile, and rescued, to become the deliverer of 
his people ; the histories of David and Solo- 
mon, and the dealings of God with them ; the 
stories of the prophets and apostles, — espe- 
cially of the Apostle Paul, — how full of the 
most profitable instruction are they all. And 
that record of the life of the great Teacher and 
Reformer of the ages, the holy Son of God and 
Son of man ; what can ever be compared to it 
while history shall be written and read hy man ? 
The most learned students of history in the 
world have usually found the Bible to be one 
of the most instructive of all historical books. 
Indeed, you cannot be a good historian unless 
you have made yourself acquainted with the 
histories which the scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments contain. 

The Bible is, also, a book of Laws. When 
God made man, he intended that he should be 
governed by laws, and these laws were given to 
the early inhabitants of the earth. The Bible 
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contains the most perfect embodiment of these 
laws. There were particular laws given to the 
people of Israel, which were needed for them 
in their early history ; and there were others 
given, like the Ten Commandments, which are 
always needful among men, and are more or 
less fitted for all nations and all times. Much 
of the best law among civilized nations has been 
draw^n from the Bible, and no la^vs of any 
nation that contradict the precepts and instruc- 
tions of Christianity can be good and profitable 
for men or nations any where upon the earth. 
All human la^vs will become perfect only as 
they agi'ee >vith the teachings and the spirit of 
the New Testament. 

The Bible is a book of Characters. No 
other book contains a greater variety of human 
character. Here are good men and bad men 
passing before us — some of the best and some 
of the Tvorst the world has ever seen. The 
good give us the benefit of their righteous ex- 
amples ; the bad w^arn us of the certainty of 
God's just judgments upon all who transgress 
his holy law^s. What a character have we in 
Abraham, the faithful, "the friend of God," 
who was ready to obey the divine command 
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to deliver up to death his only son I What 
hitegiity is that of Joseph, who keeps himself 
pure and true amid all the corruptions of an 
Egyptian court ; and in Moses, who chose to 
suffer with his people rather than to enjoy the 
favor of the sovereign who enslaved them. 
What a holy integrity was that of the old 
Hebrew prophets, who, in the face of all the 
opposition of a wicked' nation, failed not to 
set the sins of their own people before them, 
because the Lord had commanded them to do 
so. What an inimitable account is that in the 
Book of Job, of the trials of a righteous man 
through the sharpest of afflictions, and the 
triumph at last over them all. What a bold- 
ness in the right do we see in the reformer 
John, who comes preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand ! " What a fervency in Peter ; 
what a self-sacrificing spirit in Paul ; what a 
sw^eet charity breathing through the epistles of 
" the Apostle whom Jesus loved." And what a 
perfection of all the vii-tues in the great and holy 
One, Jesus himself. These, and other examples 
which adorn the pages of the Bible, are for our 
blessing, if we will but heed and imitate them. 
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And then the wicked deeds and characters, 
spoken of in the Bible, are for our admonition. 
Cain, Pharadh, Korah, Dsithan and Abiram, 
Ahab and Jezebel ; David, when ^^ the pains of 
hell gat hold upon^' him;^ Solomon, when he 
had become so tired of life by his wrong living 
as to say, ^ Vanity of vanities, all is vanity ! " 
Judas, who betrayed his master, and Peter, 
who denied him ; these, and many others that 
come before us in the Bible, tell us that ^ the 
way of the transgressor is hard,'' and that 
God ^ will by no means clear the guilty," All 
these instances are full of instruction. They 
show us the truth of the olden proverb,^ As 
righteousness tendeth to life, so he that pur- 
sucth evil, pursueth it to his own death,"' No 
work of romance or fiction ever written 
by human pen, presents a gi'eater variety 
of character than that which the Bible con- 
tains. 

The Bible is a book of Prophecy; and of 
prophecy which has come to pass already, in 
many instances. 

Ancient Nineveh was an exceeding great dty. 
It was described by an ancient historian , as 

1 Ps. cxvi. 3. - Prov. xi. Id, 
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sixty miles round, encompassed with walls one 
hundred feet high, and so broad that three 
chariots might drive abreast on them, with fif- 
teen hundred strong towers. This city thought 
within herself, " I am, and there is none beside 
me." At that time Nahum, and — one hundred 
years after — Zephaniah, foretold the overthrow 
of the city ; and Diodorus Siculus, who knew 
nothing of the prediction, wrote a particular 
account of the destruction, confirming all that 
the prophets had said. 

There was Babylon, too, older perhaps than 
Nineveh, " the glory of the kingdoms," " the 
golden city," "abundant in treasures," "the 
praise of the whole earth," — the city which, 
according to Herodotus, had one hundred gates 
of solid brass, and walls thirty-five feet high, 
and so thick that six chariots could go abreast 
on the top of them. The prophets foretold the 
destruction of it, and gave the very particu- 
lars, such as the nations who should take it, the 
commander's name, the manner in which it 
should l>e taken, by surprise and by the drying 
up of a river, and its utter destruction. These 
prophecies were accomplished through a period 
of several hundred years ; and heathen histo- 
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fl 

rians confirm what the old Hebrew prophets 
said coneernino: them. 

But still more remarkable to us is the fact 
that in our own days the graves of old Nineveh 
and Babylon have been opened, palaces and 
temples have been seen which have been buried 
three thousand years, and inscnptions upon 
marbles there fully and wonderfully confirm 
what is written in our Bible about them. 

The prophet Ezekiel foretold the downfall of 
Tyre, while it was in its greatest prosperity, 
and the base condition into which Egypt should 
be brought. And the prediction has become 
fact. 

The destruction of Jerusalem and the preser- 
vation of the Jews as a distinct people, are 
prophecies of the Bible as clear as any recorded 
therein ; and the fulfilment of them is known to 
all the world. The Jews, to this hour, are a 
distinct people, yet honoring their old national- 
ity — a standing witness of the truth of the 
Bible. 

This is only a part of the long account of 
prophecies which the Bible contains. But how 
full of interest is it, and what must we think of 
a book which can thus speak so strongly and so 
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clearly in witness of its own truthfulness to all 
men ? Is it not of some consequence to us to 
" search the Scriptures ? " 

Again, the Bible is a l)ook of Travels. Most 
young people enjoy the books written by trav- 
ellers, and giving accounts of their journeyings. 
Readers fond of such information can find it in 
the I'ecords of the Bible. No history has greater 
interest in it than that of the journeyings of the 
children of Israel, under their gi*eat leader 
Moses, out of Egypt, through the wilderness, 
where they wandered many years, into the land 
of Canaan, which God gave them for their new 
possession. The Gospel narratives are always 
attmctive, because they take us from place to 
place in Palestine with him " who went about 
doing good ; " who in his walks through the 
cities and villages, by the river-side or sea- 
shore, on mountain or in wildeniess, was ever 
seekinor to instruct and comfort and bless men. 
From his first journeying with his parents from 
Nazareth to Jerusalem, to his last walk of suf- 
fering to the cross, he was the constant dis- 
penser of mercy and love, alike to his enemies 
and friends. 

There is another portion of the New Testa- 
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ment full of the incident and instruction of 
travel. It is the Book of the Acts of the Apos- 
tles. Earnest and faithful messengers of God's 
truth are they, going forth into a wicked and 
opposing world to do good, as did their Master 
before them. Bolder travellers never w^ent 
any where on the face of the earth. They were 
not afraid to go amidst dangers and perils, to 
encounter persecutions, prisons, scourgings, or 
death itself. Peter at Jerusalem on the Day of 
Pentecost, — what a noble defence of the Gos- 
pel does he make in the face of the opposing 
Jews! Stephen, the first martyr, — what a 
sermon is that which comes from his feiTent 
lips just before he sank under the stones of his 
murderers, and said as he fell, "I see the 
heavens opened ! " ^ What scene is that at Mai's 
Hill, in Athens, where Paul stands before the 
assembled wisdom of Greece, and in the face 
of all the scoffers and despisers of his religion 
there, preaches to them "Jesus and the resur- 
rection ! '' And how we admire his coums^e 
and devotion at Ephesus, w^here the shrine- 
makers and worshippers of Diana cried out 
against him that he was destroying their gains 

1 Acts vii. 56. 
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by preaching against idolatry ! And what a 
scene is that whei-e the angel releases the apos- 
tles fi*oni the prison, and sends them forth to 
declare again the glad tidings of salvation to 
their fellow-men ! The voyage of Paul to Eome, 
and the shipwreck on the way, make one of the 
most exciting and instinctive chaptei-s of this 
adminihle I'econl. Banyan's "Pilgi'im's Pro- 
gress " has long been accounted one of the most 
attractive of books ; but that is chiefly imagi- 
nary, although illustrating some great truths. 
But all this account of the journeys and deeds 
of the apostles is living fact. Nothing can l^e 
more impressive or entertaining. 

The Bible is a lxx)k of Poetry. Nothing in 
human language has exceeded it in this respect. 
The book of Job is full of the sublimest poeti- 
cal passages. Read the twenty-eighth chapter 
for preof of this, in the answer to the question, 
" Where is Wisdom to l>e found, and where is 
the place of understanding?'' Read the Psalms 
— a description of the thunder-stonn in the 
twenty-ninth : '* The voice of the Lord is on the 
sea ; the God of glory thundereth ; the Lord is 
upon many waters ; " " the voice of the Lord 
breaketh the cedars ; he maketh them also to 
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skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion like a 
young unicora ; " and the call of the Psalmist 
upon all the voices of nature to engage in the 
anthem of pniise to the Almighty ; 



(C 



Praise ye the Lord ! 

Praise ye the Lord from the heavens ! 

Praise him in the heights ! 

Praise ye him, all his angels ! 

Praise ye him, all his hosts ! 

Praise ye him, snn and moon ! 

Praise him, all ye stars of light ! 

Praise him, ye heaven of heavens ! 

And ye waters that be above the heavens ! 

Let them praise the name of the Lord ; 

For he commanded — and they were created — 

He hath also established them for ever and ever; 

He hath made a decree which shall not pass. 



"Praise the Lord from the earth, 
Ye dragons and all deeps ! 
Fire and hail ; snow, and vapors ; 
Stormy wind fulfilling his word ! 
Mountains and all hills ; 
Fruitful trees and all cedars ! 
Beasts and all cattle ; 
Creeping things and flying fowl ! 
Kings of the earth, and all people ; 
Princes, and all judges of the earth ! 
Both young men and maidens ; 
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Old men and children I 

Let them praise the name of the Lord : 

For his name alone is excellent ; 

His glory is above the earth and heaven." * 

Of the Book of Proverbs, one has truly 
written : '* Other parts of the Scriptures are like 
a rich mine where the precious ore runs along 
in one continued vein ; but this is like a heap 
of pearls, which though they are loose and un- 
strung, are not therefore the less excellent and 
valuable." 

The Book of the Prophecy of Isaiah is full of 
the grandest poetry. The fortieth, fiftj^-fifth, 
and sixtieth chapters bear witness to this. The 
close of the thirty-second chapter, containing a 
descrijition of the reign of divine truth and 
lighteousness in the earth, is full of beauty and 
inspiration : 

" Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, 
And princes shall rule in judgment. 
And a man shall be as a hiding-place from the 

wind, 
And a covert from the tempest ; 
As rivers of water in a dry place. 
As the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. 
And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, 

* Ps. cxlvili. 
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And the ears of them that hear shall hearken. 

The heart also of the rash shall understand knowl- 
edge, 

And the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to 
speak plainly. 

Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, 

And righteousness remain in the fruitful field. 

And the work of righteousness shall be peace ; 

And the effect of righteousness, quietness and assur- 
ance forever." 

Still more sublime are the descriptions in the 
Apocalypse of the scenes representing God's 
judgments with the nations, closing with the 
coming dow^n of the New Jerusalem out of 
heaven to dwell with men below. There is a 
story related of a Scotch scholar, a great ad- 
mirer of the poetry of Shakspeare, who asked a 
plain countryman with whom he was talking 
about the Bible, if he ever saw any poetry in it 
so grand as those lines from the great English 
poet: 

" The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself, 
And all that it inherits, shall dissolve. 
And, like the baseless fabric of a vision, 
Leave not a rack behind ! " 
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"Yes," replied the peasant, "here is some- 
thing more sublime from the revelator, John, in 
the New Testament : 

" ' And I saw a great white throne, and him that 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away, and there was found no place for 
them.' " ' 

Many of the best poets in all Christian lands 
have drawn some of their sweetest inspiration 
from the Bible. 

And now, the best of all things to say of the 
Bible is this, that it is a book of unerring, 
heavenly counsel. It was written for our in- 
struction, " that we through patience and com- 
fort of the Scriptures, might have hope." It 
has the greatest variety of instructions, suited 
to all classes and conditions of mankind. What 
an old and sound writer has said is true : " It is 
the best covenant that ever was agreed on, the 
best deed that ever was sealed, the best evi- 
dence that ever was produced, the best will that 
ever was made, and the best testament that ever 
was signed. To understand it, is to be wise 
indeed ; to be ignorant of it, is to be destitute of 
wisdom. It is the king's best copy, the magis- 

J Rev. XX. 11. 
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Irate's best rule, the housewife's best guide, the 
servant's best directory, and the young man's 
best companion. It affords knowledge of witty 
inventions for the airy, dark sayings for the 
grave, a sure reward to the excellent, and is its 
own interpreter." Thank God for the Bible ! 
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HOW GOD LOVED THE WORLD. 

" God 80 loved the world.^^ — John iii. 16. 

How good parents love their children. — How God loves his. — Perish- 
ing ones. — What is it to believe in Christ? — Everlasting life. — 
We may have it now. — Mistakes about life. — Obedience the true 
life. — How many did Jesus come to save ? The Saviour of ihe 
world. — God's love boundless. — Will do the best, and not the 
worst, for his children. —The unknown dead. — God knows all his 
children. — All given to Christ. — He will not lose them. — A birth- 
day incident. — A child strayed away. — All strayed ones brought 
home at last. — The joy complete. — The old man's wish. — No 
missing ones. 

rilHESE ^re the words of Jesus when he 
-*- talked with Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
What do they mean ? We shall find by read- 
ing on. " God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever belie veth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved." ^ 

If we wish to know how much a father or 
mother may love their children, we can learn 
by seeing or finding out what they do for these 

» John lii. 16, 17. 



78 TALKS ABOUT THE BIBLE. 

children. If the}'- are kind to them, and watch- 
ful over them, seeking to supply their wants, to 
correct their errors, to make them wise, good, 
and useful, then we understand something about 
their love to their children. We have no doubt 
as to their love. We think it is a true love, 
and that it will last so long as the children need 
any aid or supply from the parents. 

If, therefore, we wish to know how much 
God loves his children of this human family, let 
us leam what he has done for them. Jesus tells 
us that he sent his only begotten Son, "that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." What does this 
mean? Do you remember what the Prodigal 
Son in the parable said of himself when he was 
brought nearly to stai'vation in a far countiy ? 
'' How many hired servants of my father have 
bread enough and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger ! " * He meant that his body would 
perish, or die, if he did not have more and bet- 
ter food for it. Jesus represented men as 
perishing, or famishing, or dying in their minds 
or spirits, if they did not have God's truth to 
feed upon. Men need this bread of truth for 

* Liike XV. 17, 
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their souls as well as material bread for their 
bodies. And God loved men so well that he 
sent them this truth in Jesus, his only begotten 
Son. Jesus himself said, *' I am the bread of 
life : he that cometh to me shall never hunger." * 
Not to perish is to l)e saved from starving ; it is 
to be fed and kept alive. So they who l>elieve 
in Jesus as God's dear Son are saved from this 
stiirvation of their souls, and are kept alive in 
his truth and love. 

What is it to believe in Jesus? What is it 
to believe in your father or mother, or in a very 
dear friend? It is to believe in their goodness 
and worth, -^ that they have a deep and tender 
interest in you ; it is to love them, and to seek 
to please them and to honor them. To believe 
in Jesus is to believe that he speaks the truth, 
that he came from God, that he loves us with a 
love deeper and stronger than any earthly 
parent ever had for his children ; it is to love 
him, to seek to please him, and to honor him. 
It is not merely to believe that Jesus once lived 
in Judea, and was a good man, and the greatest 
teacher the world ever knew. It is to receive 
him as our guide, and make him our model in 

1 John vi. 35. 
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our character and actions. We are to believe 
in him not only Avith our minds, but in our 
hearts; that is, we must give him our best 
affections. This is believing in Jesus. !i 

" Everlasting life ! " what is this? Jesus said 
that whosoever believed on him should not 
perish, but should "have everlasting life." 
Everlasting life, or eternal life, is the knowl- 
edge of God in us — in bur minds, our souls. 
In his pmyer to the Father, Jesus tells us what 
this life is. " And this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent.*' * We may enjoy 
this eternal life now, if we are acquainted with 
Jesus, and are loving and seeking truly to serve 
him. This life is called eternal or everlasting, 
because it is the surest and most enduring of all 
other life. It is the life of God — the life of 
love. He who truly believes on Jesus shall not 
want for true nourishment and strength ; shall 
not be destitute, but have rich supplies ; " shall 
not perish, but have everlasting life." 

Young people, as well as others, are very 
desirous to enjoy life. They want to be happy, 
and they Avaiit all that they can have to make 

* John XV ii. 3. 
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them happy. But many of them are seeking 
happiness in the wrong direction. They trans- 
gress God's laws ; they think they will find 
pleasure in iniquity; they follow the entice- 
ments of evil companions, and step by step go 
down the ways of folly and death. In trying 
to make the most of life, they make the least of 
it ; in seeking to live they die. ^o mortal can 
tell how much of this death there is in the 
world. 

Jesus came to save men from this death ; to 
show them how to make the most and the best 
of life. This good comes only in one way. It 
is all told in one single word — a word of great 
meaning. This word is Obedience. Jesus 
was obedient to God in all things. He came to 
teach this obedience to all God's children, and 
to show them by his own example what this 
obedience was. Of his gracious mission with 
men, he says : '* I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more abun- 
dantly." * There is no such enjoyment, no such 
happiness for us as Jesus will give us, if we 
seek to live as he lived in obedience to the 
heavenly law. 

^ John X. 10. 
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How many did Jesus come to save ? Let us 
inquire again. How many did God love when he 
sent Jesus to save them? Our text reads, 
" God so loved the world." That means all the 
people in the world, all men everywhere : all 
who ever lived upon the earth, all who are now 
living or ever will live upon it. The text can 
mean nothing iess than this. St. Paul says, 
"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners," * And who were these 
sinners? All men, surely. Jesus is sent to be 
the Saviour of all sinners — of all men ; " for all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God." 

If the President of the United States should 
send a person to some foreign land to redeem 
two hundred of our countrymen who were held 
in bondage there, should we think that the per- 
son thus sent had accomplished his work if he 
succeeded in redeeming only one hundred or 
one hundred and fifty of them ? Could he be 
called the liberator of aH those prisoners? Cer- 
tainly not. 

Now God sent his son Jesus Christ into the 
world to save all souls that were in it. This ia 

» 1 Tim. i. 15. 
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why he is called " the Saviour of the world." 
This is why we read of him, '* Behold the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the sin of the world ; " 
and also, that he "by the grace of God tasted 
death for every man ; " and agiiin, that unto him 
"every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and every tongue confess that 
he is Lord to the glory of God the Father ; " 
arfd furtheiTOore, that he will " reconcile all 
things unto himself." If Jesus is not to be the 
Saviour of every human soul, if he is to save 
only a part of the human family, then how can 
he be rightfully called "the Saviour of the 
world?" All men are given to Christ. He 
says, " The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hands." Again he 
says : ^ All that the Father hath given me 
shall come to me." Christ, then, is really and 
truly the Saviour of the world — of every man. 
We can see, then, very clearly how God 
loved the world; how ari'acious he is towards 
all his children. Jesus came to bear witness 
of the love of his Father for him and for all 
his other children. He did not come to tell us 
that his Father was so full of hatred towards 
his children because of their wicked nature and 
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conduct, that he, the Son, consented to suffer 
their punishment that his Father's anger might 
not bum any longer against them. No. But 
he came to tell us and to show us in himself 
how much the Father loved us, and how sure 
and unchangeable this love was. ^ 

The Bible is full of expressions about the 
goodness of God. " The Lord is good unto all, 
and his tender mercies are over all his works." 
The Psalmist says, " How excellent is thy lov- 
ing kindness, O God ! " that is, How it excels 
all other kindness that can be named ! God's 
goodness is infinite ; and when we say it is 
infinite, we mean, that we cannot tell how good 
God is. That which is infinite, it is beyond 
our power to measure. We are sure, for Jesus 
tells us so, that God was so good to man as to 
send his Son into the world to save him. But 
we can never sound all the depths of our 
Heavenly Father's love. 

Some one has written that God is better than 
the t>est man that ever lived. This is a good 
thought for a young person. Think of the bei^t 
things which a ruler would do for his people ; 
of the best things that a father would do for his 
children ; and you have a faint idea of what out 
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Heavenly Father will do for those created in 
his own image. He will do the best, and not 
the worst for every one of them. If they are 
ignorant, he will somehow and sometime en- 
lighten them. If they are sinful, he will punish 
and correct them ; if they are obedient, he will 
bless them. He will never cease to be good to 
them, for then he would cease to be their loving 
Father. 

One thinff is sure. God will never torment 
any of his children to all eternity. A bad man 
would not be thus cruel to any of his fellow- 
men. Even the worst of all men would not 
see his enemy burn in a raging fire a single 
weeTt. His sufferings would finally soften the 
heart of his tormentor. God is good : better 
than we can think or conceive. It is because 
he is good that we are called upon to seek, to 
love, and to serve him. 

In sending Jesus into our world God proves 
himself our best friend. Let us think of this. 
There are many good persons in the world who 
are not our friends. They do not know us ; 
they never heard of us ; and so they have no 
personal interest in us. It is not thus with 
God. He is the friend of every soul. He 
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knows each one of us, just as a wise and watch- 
ful father knows all his children, and what they 
all need, and what they can all do, and how he 
can help them all. The good parent has no 
special favorites among his children, while he 
overlooks others and takes no interest in 
their welfare. "The Lord knoweth them 
that are his." So the Bible affirms. No mat- 
ter where they may be ; in what land they 
dwell, or in what age, or when and how they 
lived or died. How many parents and children, 
how many brothers and sisters and friends were 
afflicted during our late terrible war, because 
the dear fathers, and brothers, and husbands, 
and sons went away to the war, and were 
stricken down there on bloody battle-fields, and 
were buried where no stone tells of their gmves. 
Such have been recorded as "the unknown 
dead." But if they are unknown to dear 
eailhly friends, they are known to their heav- 
enly Friend, their God and Father. They have 
not gone out of his sight, nor out of his hands. 
He holds them in his embi'ace. He so loved 
them that he gave his Son power to be their 
Saviour. There are none so ignorant, or sin- 
ful, or needy in any way, that God does not 
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know of them and love them; otherwise he 
would not have sent Jesus on this errand of 
salvation to our world. 

Let us look again at the words which follow 
the text. "God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
belie veth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be saved." This 
means, that all men might have God's life in 
them — the life of truth and love ; that all might 
be brought to obey and serve him. 

But how can all souls that have ever lived on 
this earth be blest by Jesus ? How can they be 
instructed and saved by him? Millions upon 
millions have never heard of him in this world, 
and millions upon millions more will pass away 
from the earth in ignorance of his coming here, 
or even of his name or existence. How shall 
they be instructed to know who Jesus is, and 
what that heavenly life is which he made 
known ? We have these questions answered in 
the New Testament. Let us learn how they 
are answered. 

Jesus is the head of all men. God the Father 
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gave him power over all ; gave all men unto 
him ; appointed him heir of all things. Jesus 
says, "The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hands ; and this is the 
Father's will, that of all that he gave me I 
should lose nothing, but should raise it up at 
the last day," or finally. Again, " And I, if I 
be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me." * " When God mised him up from the 
dead, he set him at his own right hand, far 
above all principality and power and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come ; and hath put all things under his feet, 
and gave him to be head over all things. 
God also hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above every name ; that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth ; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father." 2 

Now all these sayings in the Scriptures assure 
us that Jesus will complete the work which his 
Father gave him to do. He will reach and 

» John xii. 32. % Phil. ii. ^11. 
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enlighten, and finally save all souls. He will 
not lose what the Father gave him. He will 
not fail to accomplish what the Father sent him 
to perform. If God so loved the world as to 
send his only begotten Son to save it, then 
nothing is surer than that the world through 
him will be saved. When some generals or 
ambassadors are sent out by earthly govern- 
ments to do a certain work, they are not always 
able to do what they desire to do. Something 
comes in their way to hinder them. Generals 
may sometimes find the forces of the enemy too 
strong to overcome, and ministers to foreign 
courts may meet with such opposition that 
they cannot serve their government there as 
they had hoped to do. But it can never be 
thus with Jesus, this great " Captain of our sal- 
vation," this Minister of grace from our Heav- 
enly Father to his offspring. He will not fail 
in his mission. He will overcome all oppo- 
sition. The end of his redeeming work will at 
last come ; and thus it is stated in Paul's First 
Epistle to the Corinthians : " And when all 
things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the 
Son also himself be subject unto him that put 
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all things under him, that God may be all 
in all." ' 

The work of Jesus will not be completed 
until all souls are saved. There will be no 
missing ones when our Saviour says to the 
Father, " Lo, here am I, and the children which 
thou hast given me." As an illustration of what 

1 say, let me speak of something which once 
took place in my own family. 

It was the birth-day of one of the children. 
We were all enjoying it, and the boy who on 
that day began his eighth year, was quite happy. 
He was anticipating some little extra pleasure, 
such as we had usually permitted ourselves to 
look for, and such as we had before enjoyed on 
these bii1;h-day occasions. But a cloud comes 
over us in the midst of this sunshine. Our lit- 
tle one — the baby-girl, about two years old — 
has strayed away through the opened gate. 
She did so a week before, and was found some 
distance from home. But now we look in every 
direction, and can find nothing nor hear a word 
of her. Where has she wandered? into what 
house? into what place? into what danger? 
No one that we asked could tell. We went off 

* 1 Cor. XV. 28. 
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into the Main Street, and found the city crier, 
and raised a loud call for this little one ; and so 
we went searchino: for her. What a startling 
word was that spoken by a neighbor whom we 
met ! — " Looking for your little girl ? *' That 
was an indication that she had been seen. The 
revelation was soon made. She had strolled 
down the street bare-headed, with a basket in 
hand labelled with the family name ; was recog- 
nized by a friend, and kindly housed till a 
guardian hand led her home. What a birth- 
day sadness would have been ours, had the lit- 
tle one been harmed ! If she could not have 
been found when the dinner-time came, what a 
repast of bitterness should we have had ! The 
feast could not have been complete without the 
return of the strayed one. The great joy of 
Heaven will not be complete while any little one 
is straying away from the paternal home — 
never ! Said a good old father in our church 
once in my hearing, " If I get to Heaven at last, 
and we find that one is missing, I shall be 
thankful to my Heavenly Father for the privi- 
lege of coming back to this world and looking 
him up 1 ^ This is the true Christian desire. 
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But there will be no missing ones in that 
great ingathering of souls. The work of Jesus 
will be completely done. He will prove that 
God so loved the world as to send him to be 
its Saviour. 

•* We'll all rejoice. 
No wanderer lost, 

A family in heaven." 
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VI. 

HEAVEN : WHAT AND WHERE IT IS. 

" Thy will be done on earth as it is in /iearcn." — Matt. vi. 10. 

Jewish ideas of Heaven. — Bible similitudes. — Walking by Faith. — 
One final home. — Peter's vision of the sheet. — No more death, 
nor tears, nor sorrow, nor crying, nor pain. — The heaven near us. 
— Christ reveals it. — His kingdom of truth and love — It will out- 
live all others. — A dream : the strange ship of war. — How we 
may enjoy Christ's Kingdom. — Need it for ourselves, now and 
always. — Obedient souls find it. — Uncle Tom in slavery.— 
We are to bless others with it. — Apostles sent out. — Converting 
the world. — Lighting the lamps. — A work for children. — The 
ship's crew in distress; relief near them. — Our heaven every- 
where. 



W 



E have all heard something about Heaven. 
What are we to understand by this word 
as we see it in the Bible ? Words usually ex- 
press thoughts. What thoughts have we when 
we use this word Heaven ? 

Let us see how it is used in the Bible. Here 
we find the word in the first verse of the first 
book. *'In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth." By heaven the sacred 
writer here means all that suiTounds the earth, 
— the air, the skies, and all that we see in them 
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or can conceive to be in them. We read of the 
clouds of heaven, the winds of heaven, the dew 
of heaven ; in all of these passages the word 
means the air. The Hebrew^s believed in three 
heavens : the aerial heaven, where the birds fly, 
the winds blow, and the showers are formed ; 
the heaven or firmament, where the stars are 
seen ; the heaven of heavens, or the third 
heaven, which is the place of God's residence, 
the dwelling of angels and "the spirits of the 
just made perfect." 

One of the principal representations of heaven 
which we have in the Bible seems to agi'ee with 
this last-named opinion of the Hebrews. In one 
sense God is everywhere. He "is above all, 
and through all, and in us all." We cannot go 
where he is not. Still, this is not all* we are to 
know about God's being. We may reasonably 
believe that he shows himself more clearly and 
gloriously in some portions of the universe than 
he does in others. We read of heaven as a 
place, as if it had a special locality somewhere. 

In the beginning of our Lord s Prayer are 

these words, addressed to our Heavenly Father : 

" Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven." 

"'^re are two different places or realms men- 
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tioned in which God's will is done. He rules 
in the earth, and also in the heaven beyond the 
earth ; in w^orlds of a higher order than ours ; 
throughout the univei*se. Heaven is expressive 
of his highest presence and glory. Heaven is 
his throne. We think of it as the abiding-place 
of Christ in his risen state, because we are told 
that he has entered " into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the j)resence of God for us." * We 
think of it as the final home to which the good 
and the holy have departed ; whence Moses and 
Elijah came, who appeared on the Mount of 
Transfigui-ation, talking with Jesus. 

We undei*stand it to be a place of felicity. 
It is repi'esented by pleasant and attractive 
similitudes, ^such as a building, a city, an in- 
heritance, a mansion of God, a better country. 
Where this heaven is, no revelation has in- 
formed us, simply because it is not necessary 
for us to know. It may be nearer to us than 
we are aware ; for there seems to be no evi- 
dence in the Bible that this heaven is far away 
from us, though its domain may stretch out 
from us into the depths of sj)ace. 

When I say that it is not necessary for us to 

» Heb. ix. 24. 
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know where this particular heaven is, I mean 
that we have ah^eady enough revealed concern- 
ing it to give us faith in such a glorious man- 
sion of our Father. If we knew whei*e it was, 
this would not satisfy us. We should then 
want to know more and more, and finally all 
that we could comprehend about it. But one 
world at a time is enough for us to study and 
enjoy and do God's work in. Further than 
this we must "walk by faith, not by sight." 
We have enough to engage our attention and 
employ our noblest powei-s while we dwell here 
below. When it is God's will that we enter 
these heavenly habitations and dominions, he 
will then reveal their beauties and glories to us 
as we arc able to realize and enjoy them. 

It is to this their final heavenlv home that 
God intends to bring all his children at last. 
Of heavenly origin, as they are, after all their 
wanderings, they shall finally come to dwell in 
their Father's house. Through what changes 
they are to pass, to arrive there, we may not 
know, any farther than what the Scriptures 
declare to us, that "this mortal shall put on 
immortality," and that "as we have borne the 
image of the earthly, we shall also bear the 
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image of the heavenly." The sheet let down 
from above, which Peter saw in his vision, 
represented the world of mankind ; for Peter 
was told in the vision that no man was to be 
called common or unclean, and that God was no 
respecter of persons. This same sheet, with 
all that it contained, was drawn up again into 
heaven.^ It is in these heavenly mansions that 
we hope to meet those who have passed away 
from the earth, where there shall be no more 
death, nor pain, nor sorrow, but where tears 
shall be wiped from off all faces, and God shall 
be all in all. 

Think of these blessings of the heavenly 
home. ''There shall be no more death!"* 
How many hopes are here cut off by death, 
and what grief and affliction does it cause in 
many a heart. Its ravages are everywhere. 
" Man goeth to his long home, and the mourners 
go about the streets." Many a parent refuses 
to l)e comforted ; many a companion is left 
lonely for life ; many an orphan is doomed to 
want and infamv, because of death. Our earth 
is one vast sepulchre. But in this heavenly 
land no death can come, no graves are seen, no 

* Acts X. 16. ' Rev. xxi. 4. 
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moumei's for the departed. It is the land of 
the immortals ; it is the realm where we shall 
realize what the Bible assui*es us, that " God is 
not the God of the dead, but of the living, for 
all live unto him." ^ 

No more tears ! " God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes." * We live in a world of tears. 
They are shed because of human wickedness and 
want and suffering. Our bright and beautiful 
earth has been called a "vale of tears," because 
there is so much sighing and sorrowing and 
sinfulness and suffering everywhere in it. But 
in that better home all tears shall be wiped 
away. There shall be no more "sorrow nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain." ^ 

But. there is another heaven of which I now 
wish to speak to you. It is not afar off; it is 
not away beyond the stars, but its very dwelling- 
place is on this planet which we inhabit. AVe 
may know it to be near, because it is within us. 
It is the heaven of goodness, of holiness ; it is 
the blessing of being god-like ; the joy of 
having a believing heart, a heart in love with 
truth, with justice, with mercy, and humanity. 
The obedient soul, wherever it is, finds and 

* Luke XX. 38. ' Rev. xxi. 4. ' Rev. xxi. 4. 
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enjoys this heaven. Jesus came to reveal it, 
just as much as he came to tell us of a heaven 
hereafter, in the immortal life. He said to 
those who were inquiring of him when the king- 
dom of God (or kingdom of heaven) should 
come : '' The kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation, neither shall they say, Lo here I or 
Lo there ! for behold, the kingdom of God. is 
within you,"* or near, or in the midst of you. 
They were not to look away into the heavens 
after it, nor to think that it was coming before 
men's eyes like some great and gorgeous 
pageant of an earthly king or conqueror. No, 
this was not the heavenly kingdom which Jesus 
came to set up with men. 

What was it then ? Hearken and learn. The 
Christian apostle says, "The kingdom of heaven 
is not meat and drink ; " that is, it is not any- 
thing outward or material, such as we can sec 
with our eyes, or touch with our hands ; " but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Spirit.'** This is the kingdom within; this is 
the heaven here — the present heaven. Jesus 
came into our world to bring this heaven to 
man, this heaven of truth and holiness, of love 

» Luke xvii. 21. « Rom. xiv. 17. 
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and peace. It was prophesied ages before he 
appeared. The New Testament declares that 
the kingdoms of this world are to become 
his kingdoms. Sin and wrong are not always 
to reign here. Men'ai'e not always to be ene- 
mies to each other, but friends. The time is to 
come when " nation shall no more lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more ; " when " the knowledge of the Lord shall 
cover the earth, as the waters cover the sea." * 

And how is this good work to be done ? Not 
by violence, not by the sword, not by any 
earthly military leader with his armed hosts. 
No, the great Leader who is to accomplish this 
good, will do it by the power of Truth and 
Love. These are his forces made mightj'' by 
the Holy Spirit. Although a warrior, he is 
also the Prince of Peace ; because his weapons 
are peaceful, and they will in his hands and in 
the hands of his followers, bring all hatreds and 
divisions and contentions to an end. One of 
his apostles said, '"For we wrestle (fight) not 
with flesh and blood ; the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal (earthly), but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strongholds."* 

> Isa. xi. 9. « 2 Cor. x. 4. 
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•* The peaceful conqueror goes. 

And triumplis o'er his foes, 
His weapons drawn from armories above ; 

Behold, the vanquished sit 

Submissive at his feet. 
And strife and hate are changed to peace and love." 

Some one of whom I have heard, a devoted 
friend to the Christian cause, once had this 
dream: He thought he was on board a great 
ship, a man-of-war, and that he was, in some 
way, the captain. A strange change, however, 
had happened to the vessel. He was walking 
up and down between decks. But he wore no 
uniform and no sword ; he saw no guns, and 
no marines with muskets, or armed sailors. 
There were no hatchets, cutlasses or spears, or 
pistols, hanging up around the masts ; no heaps 
of balls piled together like pyramids, no chests 
standing about filled with deadly weapons. 
The scene was entirely different. The whole 
appearance of the ship was altered. At each 
port-hole where the great cannons are usually 
run out in an engagement, there was a class 
of boys and a teacher; and what was quite 
striking, one half of the scholars were English 
and the other half Americans. It was, in fact, 
a Sunday-school floating on the ocean ; and this 
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good dreamer was the superintendent, watching 
over the children of both countries, as they had 
met together, not to fight, but to learn how to 
be Christians — brothers and sisters. 

There is a grand meaning in this dream. If 
the children of two gi-eat nations, under the 
insti*uction of good Christians, learn to cultivate 
the disposition and imitate the character of 
Jesus, learn to love one another, and all men, 
and seek to do good to each other instead of 
evil, then other nations* can do the same. If 
love. and peace can reign with a part of man- 
kind, so may it with all. And what a day 
will that be when men will use no weapons of 
war ; when they shall have no fighting vessels, 
no forts, no arsenals, no soldiers read}'^ to do 
the work of death, but when peace shall reign 
everywhere', from the rising to the setting sun ! 

And how is this work to be done ? By the 
power of Christian Truth and Love ; the power 
which Jesus employed ; the power which has 
so far done most to enlighten and civilize and 
elevate mankind. It is by having this kingdom 
of heaven in your heart and mine, that we can 
do something towards bringing this unspeakable 
blessing to the world. We need it for ourselves. 
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The more of the spirit of Christ we have, 
the more of heaven we can enjoy. Christian 
love sees heaven, when nothing else upon earth 
can. The more love we have in our own hearts, 
the more of God can we see, " for God is love." 
It is thus that the pure in heart see God. We 
never depend upon blind persons to look through 
the telescope and give us information about the 
suns and planets in the firmament ; nor can we 
expect persons of blind and darkened minds to 
give us knowledge of that which belongs to the 
heavenly kingdom. "Godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having the promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is to come."^ 
We want godliness here because it is heaven ; 
we shall want it always, wherever we are, for 
the same reason. If it be worth anything at all 
hereafter, it is worth just as much now. We 
want "a heaven to go to heaven in." 

The obedient soul, wherever it is, finds and 
enjoys heaven. Enoch, who *' walked with 
God," found it ; and Daniel, in the midst of 
peril ; and Paul and Silas, who sang hymns of 
joy and praise while in prison, and their feet 
"were fast in the stocks."^ The poorest slave 

1 Tim. iv. 8. * Acts xvi. 24. 



104 TALKS ABOUT THE BIBLE. 

on earth may have this heaven, in the midst of 
his hardest servitude and affliction. There is a 
scene in the lK)ok called "Uncle Tom's Cabin," 
where " Uncle Tom " is represented, while he 
is carried away hy a hardened wretch into 
slavery, as i^eading for comfort these blessed 
words of Jesus, " Let not your heart be troubled, 
ye believe in God, believe also in me." Heaven 
was near ; it was in the heart of that poor slave. 
It will be in all hearts filled with love to God 
and man. 

But we are not only to seek this present 
heaven for ourselves. We ought to do what we 
can to have others enjoy it. If every Christian 
now in the world would seek to bring some other 
person to know and love and serve God, there 
would be one of the greatest refomiations that our 
world has ever seen. And if every one of this 
number thus blest by them, should seek to extend 
this blessing to as many more, how soon might 
the whole earth be filled with true and happy sul>- 
jects of the heavenly kingdom. Let us see. Sup- 
pose that there are in the world twelve hundred 
millions of human beings, although there are 
more. Suppose, that instead of twelve hundred 
millions of souls to be brought to God, there 
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were twelve hundred millions of lamps to be 
lighted ; and suppose they were to be lighted 
•at the rate of five every minute. At this rate 
of progress, it would take between eleven and 
twelve hundred years to light them all. But, 
suppose again that every single lamp when once 
lighted, had the power to light others at the 
same rate of five per minute. The first five 
lamps would be lighted ; the next minute each 
of these would light five ; the third minute there 
would be twenty-five, each lighting five ; the 
next minute there would be one hundred and 
twenty-five, each lighting five ; the next minute 
there would be six hundred and twenty-five, 
each lighting five, and so on. By this method 
of lighting the twelve hundred millions of lamps, 
how long would it take, think you? Less than 
fifteen minutes ! 

This illustrates a grand .idea ; that of the con- 
version of the world to the truth of God. The 
more minds there are enlightened by this truth, 
the more minds are there to enlighten others 
with the truth's flame. This is the way in 
which divine knowledge shall run and be glori- 
fied, until, " They shall not teach every man his 
brother and every man his neighbor, saying, 
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' Know the Lord ' ; for all shall know him from 
the least unto the greatest." 

Now, children, here is a work for you. 
First, you need to have your own souls lighted 
with this fire of heavenly truth and love. And 
then it is your duty to see how many other 
souls you can enlighten, how many minds you 
can aid in brinorino: to a knowledsfe of the Lord. 
You may all be messengers and missionaries 
of Jesus ; and he who said " Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto me,'* would have you thus at 
work, each in some humble way for him. 

•* It was not to twelve men alone, 

That the heavenly commission was given ; 
But to all — e'en to children — why not? 

For of such is the kingdom of heaven, 
If your hearts have been won by his love, 

You can pray, you can preach, you can sing, 
And, perhaps, to the feet of our Lord, 

Some younger, some older, may bring." 

If you can do but little, do it with all your 
heart, and the gmcious Father will accept and 
bless your offering. 

Heaven, then, is not far away, but very near 
to every one of us, if we can only believe it 
and seek for it. Much of the suffering and 
misery in our world is because its people do not 
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know how near heaven is to them ; do not know 

how soon they could realize it, if they would 

only hear God's voice and serve him with willing 

hearts. I have a story in mind which illustmtes 

this fact. The crew of a ship in the Southern 

Atlantic saw another vessel making signals of 

distress. They bbre down and hailed, and were 

told, " We are perishing for want of water ! " 

**Why don't you dip it. up, then? you are in 

the mouth of the Amazon ! " was the reply. 

They had reached the largest body of fresh 

water in the world, and did not know it ! How 

many of God's children there are who do not 

realize how near heaven is ; who do not know 

that the wide ocean of Divine Love is all around 

them ! May we all be wiser, and know this, 

that 

•* Our heaven is everywhere, 
If we but love the Lord, 
Unswerving tread the naiTow way. 
And ever shun the broad ; " 

and that we may have our heaven here in which 
to pass on to the more perfect heaven here- 
after. 
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VII. 

HELL : WHAT AND WHERE IT IS. 

** The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God,''— Vs. ix. 17. 

Different meanings of the word Hell. — A mistake noticed. — What 
the Bible says of hell. — It does not signify endless punishment. — 
Strong reasons why not. — The worst hell spoken of in the Bible. 

— How to avoid it. — God's judgments upon men; upon cities of 
old.— Nations since Judged. — How our own has been. — Sure pun- 
ishment of all transgressors. — David's mistake about the wicked : 
his deliverance from the lowest hell. — Cain, Jonah, Peter, Judas. 

— A poet's letter ; where dated. — A visit to the hells in New York. 

— A dangerous doctrine, that hell is not here. — Testimony of a 
prisoner. — How the two ministers preached. — Kight kind of 
preaching. 

rflHE word Hell, which we find in our Eng- 
-"" lish Bible, has a number of meanings. In 
some instances it means the grave, or state of 
the dead ; in others, a fall of men or nations 
from a high and prosperous state, into destruc- 
tion. In others it signifies the punishment 
which God brings upon wicked persons for 
their sins. 

Many readers of the Bible have been used to 
thinking that hell was a state or place of end- 
less burnings, into which the wicked pass, after 



HELL : WHAT AND WHERE IT IS. 109 

the death of the body. Most horrid and awful 
descriptions of this place or state have been 
given. It has been supposed that God prepared 
this prison of despair in which to torture a vast 
number of his creatures in fire and brimstone, 
to all eternity. Many Christians in the past 
have thought that this doom was sure to come 
upon some of the wicked hereafter, and that the 
saints in heaven would forever rejoice because 
these transgressors were thus tormented. But 
there are not so many Christians now as there 
have been, who believe in this kind of helL 
They have changed their opinions somewhat 
respecting it, as they read the Bible more 
attentively, and think more freely about its 
holy teachings. This change of opinion is still 
going on. 

Perhaps you have heard it said sometimes 
that those who believe in the final salvation of 
all men do not believe in a hell. AVho speaks 
thus? Somebody who does not know whether 
this saying is true or false, or somebody 
who does not care to know. Now we say, 
and we know what we say, that this class 
of Christians do believe in all the hell of which 
the Bible speaks. They believe what the text 
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says, that "the wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget God." They 
believe that although the word "hell" in our 
Bible has different meanings, it never means a 
place or state of endless suffering. And be- 
cause we do not believe this, there are those 
who say we do not believe in any hell. How 
wrong it is to make such a statement I We 
should not speak falsely about our neighbors. 
If those who really desire to know what we 
believe, will only inquire of us, they can be 
told. 

There -are many reasons why we cannot be- 
lieve in a state or place of endless punishment . 
in the future life. I can only note a few of 
these reasons now. 

One is, because we believe that our Heavenly 
Father is a better being than to inflict any 
such evil upon his children. He would not 
give life, knowing that it would prove an endless 
curse, to any being ; for he is infinitely good ; 

Because endless punishment can be of no 
good to any being in the universe. It is worse 
than useless ; 

Because our Heavenly Father never threat- 
ened any of his children with such an evil ; 
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Because no person of whom we read, in either 
the Old or New Testament, expressed any fears 
of such misery ; 

Because the false fear of this doom has driven 
great numbers of our race, and some good and 
worthy ones, to despair and death ; 

Because it teaches that God's law will be 
eternally violated, and of course never fulfilled 
by having all his creatures ol^ey it ; 

Because this doctrine of endless punishment 
is built on figures of speech and parables that 
occur in the Scriptures ; on poetry which men 
have written ;• on human fancy and imagination. 

These are only a few of the reasons why we 
do not and cannot believe in the doctrine of 
endless punishment. We believe in the punish- 
ment that is promised to every sinner, in the 
Scriptures. But we believe, too, that this 
punishment, however severe, will come to an 
end. God is not obliged to punish his children 
endlessly. He can do better by them, and he 
surely will. 

I wish to speak very plainly to you, my 
young friends, and so I shall not trouble you 
at all by talking about the words in the original 
Hebrew and Greek, which are translated Hell 
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in our English Bible. When you are somewhat 
older, and go into classes more advanced, or, as 
you study the Bible and commentaries more, 
you will better understand the whole subject. 
What I now most desire is, that you should 
have a clear and sensible view of the worst hell 
of which the Bible speaks ; that you should 
know where it is, and how you may keep away 
from it, and avoid its sorrows and torments. 

One hell of which we read in the Bible, is 
that into which nations and peoples are turned, 
because of their wickedness. The text speaks 
of it. "The wicked shall be tuwied into hell, 
and all the nations that forget God." Certain 
cities upon which this judgment came, are men- 
tioned in the Bible. Sodom and Gomorrah are 
two of them. The people of these cities had no 
fear of God in their hearts, and abandoned 
themselves to every evil work. Righteous Lot 
only was found faithful. And he was fleeing 
from Sodom as he had been directed by God, 
just as the city itself, and Gomorrah, too, were 
destroyed by fire from heaven. The waters of 
the Dead Sea now cover the places where these 
cities were, in the language of our text, *' turned 
into hell." 
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In the New Testament, we read this saying 
of Jesus : " And thou, Capernaum, which art 
exalted unto heaven, shall be brought down to 
hell/' ^ He also says, " Woe unto thee, Chora- 
zin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaida ! for if the 
mighty works which were done in you, had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago." ^ These cities also suffered 
downfall and destruction. In the w^ars between 
the Romans and the Jews, they were totally 
destroyed, so that no traces are now found of 
Bethsaida, Chorazin, or Capei*naum. Jerusa- 
lem was thus- destroyed, as Jesus predicted, 
saying, " There shall not be left here one stone 
upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which ave sent unto 
thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not ! 
Behold your house is left unto you desolate." '^ 
This fearful prophecy came to pass. No his- 
tory is more intensely interesting than that 
which describes the downfall and destruction of 
that old and hallowed city, Jerusalem. The 

1 Matt. xi. 23. > Matt. xxui. 27, 28; xxiv. 2. 
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sufferings of its inhabitants and of the Jewish 
people in those days, were said in the Scrip- 
tures to be greater than what had been realized 
by any other nation. Jesus himself said, " For 
there shall be great tribulation, such as was not 
since the beginning of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be." ^ Jerusalem had been 
the highly favored city above all others in the 
world — the place where God's glory had been 
wonderfully revealed. The Jewish people had 
been more highly blessed in their knowledge of 
the true God than any other people. But they 
had forsaken his worship and service, they had 
become perverse and corrupted, they refused 
to listen to the instructions or to accept the 
claims of Jesus. They rejected and crucified 
him, saying, ^* His blood be on us and our chil- 
dren."^ And God took them at their word. 
They were cast down to the hell which their 
own wickedness had prepared for them. 

And so God has dealt with other nations and 
peoples. He works by his own will and accord- 
ins: to his own laws. He has declared that the 
wicked shall not prosper, that sin is a reproach 
to any people, and that they who harden them- 

. * Matt. xxiv. 21. * Matt, xxvii. 25. 
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selves against him shall be cast down and de- 
stroyed. In every age of the world it has been 
so. According to their iniquities, so have 
nations been judged and doomed. According 
to the wrong which they have permitted and in- 
dulged in, so has the Lord smitten and plagued 
them. Our own nation has, within a few years, 
passed through one of the most awful conflicts 
ever known in the history of the world ; and 
through what sacrifices and at what a cost ! 
And why was this ? Why do we ask ? The an- 
swer is plain as day, in the light of God's Word. 
Wo had been indulging in great evils ; we had 
sinned against great light. Calling ourselves the 
freest people under heaven, we •were holding in 
hard and constant bondage millions of human 
beings, our own brethren, with no prospect of 
their deliverance. This evil served to work out 
the worst of characters, and to raise up men who 
were determined to break up our free govern- 
ment, and to establish slavery upon its iniins. 
They rose in their desperation, and God cast 
them down, and destroyed their power, and 
caused the whole nation to sufler, because the 
whole nation had so long consented to this cry- 
ing sin, and to other sins connected with it. 
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And although our nation is spared to us, yet 
this great lesson of God's judgment is too 
plainly written out to be misunderstood. He 
still warns us, if we would be truly great and 
prosperous and free, to follow his directions, 
and observe his holy commands. So he speaks 
to all the nations who have a knowledge of 
his Word, just as he spake of old : '* Let not 
the rebellious exalt themselves. Kighteousness 
exalteth a nation ; but sin is a reproach to any 
people." ^ 

Let us look again. This word of the Bible 
is true of all persons who turn away from its 
wise and gracious instructions. 

Sure punishment is declared in the Scriptures 
to be the portion of all who transgress God's 
laws. As long ago as the days of Moses, he 
gave this warning to the people of Israel : " Be 
sure your sin will find you out ;"* and he meant 
by this that in the present life they would real- 
ize the truth of what he said ; for there is no 
mention made in the chapter where these words 
are found, or in any part of the story told 
therein, of heaven or hell, or any world to 
come. 

1 Ps. Ixvi. 7; Prov. xiv. 34. « Num. xxxii. 28. 
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Read the Book of Proverbs, and here you 
will find how clearly the punishment of the 
wicked in this life is set forth. "Behold the 
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, 
much more the wicked and the sinner." ^ All 
through the Book do we find such sayings, all 
of them going to prove that none of us can live 
in God's world and forget him, and despise his 
will, and indulge in our own evil inclinations, 
without treasuring up to ourselves so much 
affliction, which we shall feel all the more 
deeply as we continue in wrong-doing. 

Read the Book of Psalms, and hearken to the 
truth spoken there about wrong-doers : " The 
wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. 
There is no peace, saith my God, to the wick- 
ed."^ The Psalmist confesses that he was once 
foolish enough to think that there were many 
persons of whom he knew who were rich and 
seemed to be prosperous and happy, as the 
world saw them. And sometimes when he 
thought of them, he imagined that somehow 
they might be living very happily. Hear how 
he describes them : " I was envious at the fool- 
ish when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

> Prov. xi. 31. « Ps. ix. 10; Isa. Ivii. 2f 
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Their strength is firm ; they are not in trouble 
as other men; their eyes stand out with fat- 
ness; they have more than heart could wish. 
They are corrupt and speak wickedly concern- 
ing oppression ; they speak loftily. They say, 
How doth God know ? and is there knowledge 
in the Most High? Behold, these are the un- 
godly who prosper in the world." ^ 

Only hear! This is just like what many 
young persons think about riches, and of what 
great account it is to have all that heart can 
wish of earthly things to enjoy, whatever may 
be the condition of the soul. But the Psalmist 
had another view afterwards. He learned more 
truth about some of these persons who seemed 
to him so happy because they had so many 
earthly comforts to enjoy. He began to think 
that if these wicked ones fared so well, it was 
of very little use for him to try to be good and 
upright, to serve God in righteousness. " Ver- 
ily, I have cleansed my heail in vain, and washed 
my hands in innocency. For all the day long 
have I been plagued, and chastened every morn- 
mg. ^ 

But he did not always think thus of these 

» Ps. Ixx. 3. * Ps. Ixxiii. 14. 
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wicked and prosperous persons. He tells us 
that there came a time when the Lord tauo^ht 
him differently. " When I went into the sanc- 
tuary of the Lord, then understood I their end. 
Surely, thou didst set them in slippery places. 
Thou castedst them down to destruction. So 
foolish was I, and ignorant." * So foolish and 
ignorant ! This is what the Psalmist says of 
his wrong opinions, and of the way in which 
God showed him his folly and error. 

Now, this instruction of the Bible agi'ees with 
what we know ; with what you, who are chil- 
dren, know. Have you ever heard of any one 
who has lived a life of great enjoyment an<l 
peace, who gave way to his evil passions and 
inclinations, and chose to number himself with 
the transgressoi's of God's law ? To come nearer 
home^ have you ever found true enjoyment in 
doing that which you knew to be wrong? in 
yielding to evil temptations? Have you not 
rather learned that such evil-doinfl: has brought 
you to sorrow and deepest affliction, that your 
sin has found you out, that you have made 
for yourself a hell of bitter anguish and woe? 
This has been the experience of many a mor- 

» Ps. Ixxiii. 17, 18, 22. 
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tal. The Psalmist says of himself, when remem- 
bering the affliction which his sins brought upon 
him, "The pains of hell gat hold upon me; I 
found trouble and sorrow." ^ And after he had 
been brought out of his evil condition, he 
retunas thanks, saying, " Great is thy mercy 
towards me ; and thou hast delivered my soul 
from the lowest hell."- Cain, the first mur- 
derer, was '^tunied into hell," when he went 
out from the presence of the Lord a fugitive and 
a vagabond in the earth, saying of himself, ^ My 
punishment is greater than I can bear." ^ Jonah 
cried out of hell unto God. Peter was in this 
state of mind when he realized what he had done 
in denying his Lord ; and Judas, who ended his 
own life in grief, because he had betrayed his 
Master. A gifted poet, after he had spent a 
night in dissipation, in writing to a friend the 
next morning, directed his letter from ''Hell." 
This siffnified the condition of his mind. It is 
thus with all wrong-doers. The Lord hath 
declared that such shall be the portion of the 
wicked : " Though hand join in hand, the wicked 
shall not be unpunished." * 

* Ps. cxvi. 3. * Ps. Ixxxvi. 13. 

« Gen. iv. 15. • Prov. xi. 21. 
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There is a fearful hell everywhere in the world 
where wickedness abounds. I have been read- 
ing of a visit made to many of the vile places in 
the city of New York, by an editor of one of the 
papers there. He went in company with a po- 
liceman, to see with his own eyes what he had 
only heard about from others. lie could scarcely 
believe what his own senses revealed to him ; and 
he assured the readers of his paper that no lan- 
guage could describe the awfulness of the rev- 
elations there made to him. He says : " The 
sight can never be forgotten. We were shocked, 
confounded, sickened. And as we now look 
back upon that one night's descent into hell, we 
can hardly persuade ourselves that what we saw 
was a reality ; it seems a hideous dream." 

Now let us all understand that this terrible 
hell of wickedness and woe is to be shunned by 
us all. None of u% desire to fall into it. All 
of us may keep out of it by heeding the voice 
of heavenly wisdom — taking counsel of God's 
Word. 

Many persons do not think, do not believe, 
that just as surely as they sin they will be pun- 
ished. They think that the punishment for sin 
is to come after people die — in the next world ; 
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and that if they can only repent of their sin 
l)efore they die, they may escape the punish- 
ment of it. 

This, we may be sure, is a dangerous doc- 
trine to believe ; and we warn all our youth 
against it. The Bible, as we have seen, tells us 
that " God will by no means clear the guilty." * 
We have read of a young man who was put into 
one of our prisons, for committing a crime, not 
many years ago. Some of our ministers visited 
him, and, while conversing with him, explained 
to him this Bible doctrine of the certain punish- 
ment of the wicked. He had never so under- 
stood it before. He' had been led to think that 
he might do wicked deeds here, and perhaps at 
some future time, before he died, repent of 
them. "Oh," said he, "if I could have known 
all this, — if I could have understood all this as 
you explain it, — I never should have been 
here ! " 

It is always safest to believe God's word. 
He says, "Though hand join in hand, the 
wicked shall not be unpunished." ^ 

Do not think so much of escaping a hell in 
the future, as of keeping out of a hell right 

» Exo. xxxiv. 7. * Prov. xi. 21. 
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here, where men sin. Beware of that ! Go 
not in the way of the ungodly ; keep thy foot 
from the paths of evil. 

Two good ministers were once conversing 
together. One of them was a Methodist, and 
the other was a Universalist. 

The Methodist said to the Universalist, 
" What is the use of preaching if Universalism 
is true? What do you preach for?" 

" I will tell you, if you will answer one ques- 
tion of mine," said the Universalist. 

" I will," replied the Methodist. 

*' Well, what do you preach for? " 

"I preach,"' said the Methodist, "to keep the 
people out of hell." 

"And I preach," said the Universalist, *'to 
keep hell out of the people." 

This is the kind of preaching that will do 
most good. We want to keep the hell of sin 
and wrong out of our own souls. If we keep 
ourselves free from an inward hell, we shall not 
be very likely to fall into any outward one. 
May God our Father give us all grace to love 
and serve him continually. So shall we become 
his dear children, and dwellers here below in 
the kingdom of his holy Son. 



124 TALKS ABOUT TUE BIBLE. 



vni. 

WHAT IS FAITH? 

''Have faith in God." —Mark xi. 12. 

Whftt faith is. — The farmer, the seaman, the soldier : how they have 
faith.— The surgeon in the American army at Valley Forge. — 
The train of cars : clinging to the rock. — What Jesus said about 
faith. — The little girl and her beads. —Reasons for faith.— That 
we may obey God. — Scholars and teachers. — Christ our teacher : 
faith in him. — God's goodness : we may imitate it, may bles9 
others with it, as Jesus did. — Forgetf ulness of God. — The 
wounded soldier at A ntietam. — Lessons learned in affliction.— 
Faith in the life to come. — Great questions : how answered. 

rilHOSE who have read much in the Bible, or 
^ who have heard it read by others, know 
that the word Faith is often found there. 
Good words are spoken about Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, Daniel, Paul, and others, because they 
had faith. What are we to understand by 
faith? 

The faith about which the Bible talks most is 
belief. It means our belief in God, in his word, 
in his truthfulness. 

We all have faith in certain things, in certain 
events which we suppose we shall realize. 
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When we lie down at night to rest, we have 
faith that the morning will come. 

The farmer has faith in the coming: and ffoinsr 
of the seasons. He prepares his ground and 
soVs his seed in the spring, because he believes 
that the summer will appear ; he watches and 
takes care of his garden or field during the 
summer time, that he may have his harvest of 
fruits and grain. He . waits through the long 
cold winter for the appearing of the spring days 
again. Every good farmer so far lives by faith 
in the seasons. 

The seaman leaves his port on a voyage to 
sea. He has in his mind a place or some par- 
ticular places which he intends to visit. Some 
of these places he has never yet seen, but has 
only heard of them. He has no doubt of their 
existence, however. He consults his chart and 
compass, and steers his vessel in the direction in 
which he thinks he can find them. He, too, 
has faith that he may reach the places for which 
he has set sail. If he did not believe that these 
places existed, he would not attempt to reach 
them ; but his faith urges him on until his 
voyage is made. 

Soldiers have faith in an able commander. 
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The soldiers of Alexander, Hannibal, and Na- 
poleon would follow their leaders through the 
most terrible perils. They had faith that these 
commanders would lead them on to victory. I 
was once reading the private journal of one who 
had been a surgeon in our Revolutionary army, 
under General Washington. He spent the win- 
ter of 1777 at Valley Forge, where our army 
suffered all kinds of privations and hardships. 
He writes on one page in his journal about his 
discouragements ; how dark the affaii*s of our 
country are looking to him, and that the faint- 
hearted and doubtinor are talkino: as thouo^h our 
armies would not be strong enough to resist 
Great Britain, and triumph. But he still keeps 
up good courage, because, as he says, he 
believes that he is enlisted in a good cause, and 
he has strong faith in his noble commander. 
This kind of faith inspired our fathers in their 
struggle for our national independence. 

A long train of cars, fourteen or fifteen, were 
once passing over the Alleghany mountains' on 
their way eastward. They were crowded with 
passengers. As the iron horse snorted and 
rushed on, they began to descend, and needed 
no power but the invisil)le power of gravitation 
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to send them down with a terrible swiftness. 
Just as the passengers began to realize their 
situation, they came to a short curve cut out or 
the solid rock, a wall of rock lying on each 
side. Suddenly the steam-whistle screamed as 
if in agony, and the engineer tried to check the 
swiftness of the cars, but with little success. 
Every window flew open, and every head that 
could be was thrust out to see what the danger 
was, and every one rose up in his place, fearing 
sudden destruction. What was the trouble? 
Just as the engine began to turn in the curve, 
the engineer saw a little girl and her baby 
brother playing on the track. In a moment 
the cars would be upon them. The shriek of 
the whistle startled the little girl, and every one 
looking over could see them. 

Close to the track, in the upright rock, was a 
little niche, out of which a piece had been 
blasted. In an inst^mt the baby was thrust 
into this niche, and as the cars came thundering 
by, the passengers, holding their breath, heard 
the clear voice of the little sister on the other 
side of the cars ring out, " Cling close to the 
rock, Johnny, cling close to the rock ! " And 
the little creature snuggled in and put his head 
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as close to the comer of the rock as possible, 
while the heavy cars whirled past him. And 
many were the moist eyes that gazed, as silent 
thanksgiving went up to heaven. Faith in his 
sister's words saved that little one. 

Now we all need faith, faith in God. This is 
just what Jesus exhorts men to have. When 
he came on his errand of love into our world, 
he found much unbelief or want of faith in God. 
And he often reproved his hearers for this fail- 
ing : *' O ye of little faith ! '* And if he were 
now in our world he would find occasion to 
speak the same words. 

We need faith in God that we may serve and 
enjoy him. **He that cometh to God," says 
the Bible, ** must believe that he is, and that he 
is a rewarder of all such as diligently seek 
him." * I mean by faith in God, a belief that 
he is a wise and good being ; that he designed 
our happiness when he created us ; that he has 
given us his commands that we may be blest 
in following them ; that he warns us in his 
Word against wmng-doing, because he delights 
not in our misery but in our enjoyment. 

Children are happiest and best when they 

1 Heb. xi. 6. 
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believe in the kind intentions of their parents 
towards them ; when they heed their directions 
because they believe that these are given for 
their best good. Although they may not al- 
ways understand just what their parents intend 
in all their requirements, yet they have such 
confidence in their love that they are ready to 
do as they require, believing that all will be 
explained to them as they grow older and know 
more. I remember a story of a little girl who 
stood before the fire admiring a string of beads 
that was hung upon her neck. Her kind father 
sitting near her, and observing how much she 
admired the beads, directed her to throw them 
into the fire. She looked at him with amaze- 
ment ; but he very calmly and firmly repeated 
what he had said, adding, "You know, my 
dear daughter, that I never required you to do 
any thing that was not for your good ! " She 
hesitated a moment, and then, summoning all 
her courage, she obeyed her father. " Say no 
more now," said her father, "I will speak to 
you about it again." In a few days her father 
presented her with a necklace much more beau- 
tiful than the one she had destroyed. " I did 
this, my daughter," said he, "to have you un- 
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dcrstand what faith was. Now, always have 
as much faith in God when you do not under- 
stand all his commands and all his ways, as you 
had in your earthly father when he directed you 
to throw your beads into the fire. Always 
have faith that he means your good in all his 
directions." 

" Without faith," says the Bible, '' it is nn- 
possible to please God ; " * that is, we cannot 
truly, serve him unless we have faith that he 
means our good in all his directions. If he had 
hated us he might have encouraged us to be 
wicked and to live in sin ; but as he loves us 
with a Father's love, he calls upon us to be fol- 
lowers of him as dear children. " Dear chil- 
dren" are those who are endeared to their 
father, who believe he loves them, and who 
give him their love in return. This is just what 
the Scriptures say : " We love him because he 
first loved us." * 

We all need faith in God. Do you ask why? 
Let me give you these reasons. 

We need faith in God that we may obey him. 
" He that cometh to God must believe that he 
is, and that he is a rewarder of all such as dili- 

> neb. xi. 6. « 1 John iv. 19. 
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gently seek him."\ So the Bible tells us. The 
scholar who would make progress in his studies 
at school must have faith in his teacher; he 
must believe that his teacher is able and willing 
to give him the instruction he needs. It is so 
with us, if we would be instructed in the wis- 
dom and will of God. He is the source of all 
truth ; and in his Word may be found all the 
lessons we need to make us his true and obedi- 
ent children. He gives us the best rules of life 
which we can ever learn. '*The law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the soul ; the testi- 
mony of the Lord is sure, making wise the sim- 
ple." "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, 
and lean not to thine own understanding." "In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths." "Be not wise in thine own 
eyes ; fear the Lord and depart from evil." ^ 
Thus speaks the heavenly wisdom to us. Jesus, 
the teacher sent from God, confirms these teach- 
ings, and gives us more light upon them. He 
instructs us in the two great commandments, — 
love to God, the Father, and love to man, our 
brother. He shows us this very love, not only 
in his words, but in his character and life. He 
1 Heb. xi. 6. ■ Psalm xix. 7; Prov. iii. 6, 6, 7. 



132 TALKS ABOUT THE BIBLE. 

asks us to receive him as the messenger of the 
Father to man. "Ye believe in God, believe 
also in me." "The words that I speak unto 
you I speak not of myself." "As I have re- 
ceived from the Father, so I speak.''* He 
teaches us all that we really know about the 
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of 
man. 

We need faith in his teachings ; faith that the 
gracious Father sent him to instruct us what to 
be and what to do. And if we have this faith, 
we shall go to the Bible for religious instruc- 
tion, just as we go to our books on giTimmar, 
or geography, or arithmetic, that we may find 
out what they contain. Jesus said, "Learn of 
me ;" and he gives us the reason why we should 
leara of him : " I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life." "He that folio weth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life." ' 

Again, we need faith in God's goodness, that 
we may seek to possess it ourselves, and to 
bless others with it. The character of God is 
perfect. It is so good that nothing can be 
added to it. And we are called upon to imi- 

> John xii. 50; xiv. 1-10. • John viii. 12; xlv. 6. 
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tate his character. Although we • never can be 
perfect to the same extent that he is, yet we 
can make his character a standard by which to 
form our own. He is revealed to us as a Being 
infinitely good. The Psalmist says, "How ex- 
cellent is thy loving-kindness, O Lord ; there- 
fore the children of men put their trust under 
the shadow of thy wings." "The Lord is good 
unto all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works." * Now we are to be imitators of him in 
goodness. The good character and life are more 
acceptable to- him than any other offerings which 
his children can make to him. The question is 
asked in the Old Testament, " Wherewithal shall I 
come before the Lord, and bow myself before the 
high God? Shall I come before him with burnt 
ojBFerings, with calves of a year old?" ^ for this 
was the old way which his children had of 
making offerings to God in the early days of 
the world. But the answer is very plain, as the 
prophet gives it. "He hath showed thee, O 
man, what is good ; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?"^ 
Goodness ! this is what our heavenly Father 

* Ps. xxxvl. 7; cxlv. 9. * Mlc. vl. 6. • Mlc. vl. 8. 
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asks of us. This is what Jesus meant when he 
said, '^Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you and perse- 
cute you ; that ye may l>e the children [imitat- 
ors] of your Father which is in heaven ; for he 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and the un- 
just."^ 

Jesus comes to instruct us in this heavenly 
goodness. He does so constantly in his words. 
What a lesson is that in the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan ! The priest and the Levite, 
who were counted religious men, passed by the 
poor wounded traveller. The Samaritan, whom 
the religious Jews regarded with contempt, 
showed mercy on him. He was the true and 
good neighbor to his needy fellow-man. 

Jesus not only taught men to be good, but he 
showed them in his own life what goodness was. 
It was fidelity to God and love to man. He 
went about not only talking goodness, but "do- 
ing good." He delighted to bless others, to 
minister to the wants of needy mortals, to feed 
the hungry, heal the sick, comfort the mourner, 

' Matt. V. 44, 45. 
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and encourage the erring and sinful to live 
soberly, righteously and godly. His holy re- 
ligion is constantly teaching us, " Be not over- 
come of evil, but overcome evil with good."^ 
This is what God is doing in his great and gra- 
cious providence. He asks his children to imi- 
tate him. We need faith in the infinite good- 
ness of the Father, that we may thus seek and 
find and serve and enjoy him. 

We need faith in God also, that we may 
rightly meet the trials and afiiictions of life. 
These come to us all. We live in a world 
where trouble abounds ; an imperfect, erring, 
and sinful world ; a world in which events be- 
yond our control are constantly taking place, 
and which call for the exercise of ho^w and 
trust on our part. 

We often forget our dependence on God 
when we enjoy most of health and prosperity ; 
when life has most sunshine and fewest clouds 
in it. It is when trial and afiliction come that 
we feel most deeply our need of his merciful 
aid. If we have never prayed before, we pray 
then. I remember an account given by one of 
our young soldiers in the Union anny during 

1 Rom. xii. 21. 
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the late rebellion, which illustrates \^hat I am 
saying. He was a young man of intelligence, 
and was severely wounded at the battle of An- 
tietam. *' When the shell struck me," said he, 
as he related his own story to a listening friend, 
"it not only severed my leg, as it wfere, from 
my body, but it so completely stunned me that 
I was unable to raise myself enough to stop the 
blood that was literally flowing in streams. I 
looked around to see if there was not some per- 
son that I could call to my assistance ; but no 
one w^as to be seen. Lying at a little distance 
from me was a middle-aged man who had been 
shot through the lungs, the ball passing com- 
pletely through his body. Seeing my condition 
he crawled up to me on his hands and knees, 
and tiiking a strap from his pocket, buckled it 
tightly round my limb, and succeeded in stop- 
ping the blood. I expressed my gratitude as 
well as I could, but the man made no reply. 
The labor had so exhausted his failing strength 
that he lay down by my side unable even to 
speak. All night we were obliged to lie there 
on the hard ground with no one to give us so 
much as a drop of water, for the rebels were in 
possession of the field. A little past midnight 
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my unknown friend tried to speak, but was too 
weak, and reaching out, he took my hand in his 
and gave me such a grasp as I shall never for- 
get ; then turning over upon his face, gave one 
groan and died. I never knew," said the sol- 
dier, while his eyes filled with tears, "what it 
was to be lonesome until then. Although the 
man had not spoken a word, and for the most 
part had seemed to be almost unconscious, I 
was glad to have him near me, for I knew he 
was a friend. He had spent his last remaining 
strength in saving my life, and now he was 
dead. I turned him over and kissed his cheek, 
for that was all that I could do, and then I 
prayed for the first time in my life^ I am 
ashamed to say. And that prayer was an- 
swered," he added, ''for I am alive here to- 
day." 

This is one of the many touching incidents 
brought about by our dreadful war. Some of 
the richest lessons in the world are learned in 
the darkest hours of life. "If I go not away," 
said the Master, "the Comforter will not come."* 
It was like breaking the hearts of those disciples 
to have Christ go away. He was their hope, 

* John xvi. 7. 
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their strength, their all. It was a dark and 
dreadful night when he was taken from them. 
But out of the darkness came glorious light; 
for Jesus rose from the dead, and became a 
light and joy to them. How much stronger 
they were for the work God had called them to 
do after the lesson of those dark hours. The 
timid Peter forgot his fears, and the doubting 
heart of Thomas kindled with heavenly faith. 
So we need faith in God, such as Jesus teaches 
us to have, that we may meet the trials and 
sorrows of the present life. 

And once more, we need faith in the life 
hereafter, as God's Word reveals this life to 
us. Death is constantly doing its work with 
mortals. Dear ones whom we love as our own 
selves are constantly leaving us for the land of 
shadows. We mourn their departure, and 
know that we too must follow them. But 
where are they ? When we follow them from 
these mortal shores, shall we meet them again 
and enjoy their dear presence and dearer love ? 
Where is that precious infant whose little life 
went out from the home, and whose little face 
is so still in that casket, with the fresh and 
beautiful flowers around it? Where that anffel 
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mother, whose presence made an earthly heaven 
of her home, but who has left it now forever? 
Where that honored father, whose care was so 
constant, and whose counsel so faithful in his 
home, where his presence henceforth will be 
enjoyed no more? Where our loved compan- 
ions and friends, whose words were once music 
to us, but whose voices are now silenced in 
death ? Where the generations that have gone 
the way of all the earth ? 

These are solemn questions ; and we are all 
called to answer them as best we may. We 
find no answers so clear and so comfortinof as 
those given us in the New Testament. Here 
are some of them : " For we know that if this 
earthly house of our tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building of God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens."^ "We shall 
not all sleep (in death), but we shall all be 
changed." "For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on im- 
mortality." "As we have borne the image of 
the earthly, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly."* 

Faith in this immortal life inspired the apos- 

» 2 Cor. V. 1. * 1 Cor. xv. 49, 51, 53. 
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tie to exclaim, "O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory? Thanks be 
unto God who giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jesus Qirist !"* 

Let us seek, young friends, to have this true 
and living "faith in God." And let our prayer 
on every day of life be, "Lord, increase our 
faith I " 

» 1 Cor XV. 55, 57. 
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IX- 

WHAT IS SALVATION? 

" Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,*^ — 

1 Timothy i. 15. 

What is salvation?— Three evils from which men need to be saved. 
— Salvation needed now. — Life a battle. — Works of the tiesh and 
spirit. — A religion that will stand all trials. — How the watches are 
tried. — Salvation our highest good. — What the Bible says of it. — 
Earthly and heavenly riches. — The two dying men. — Life of Jesus, 
and his promise. — Wrong thoughts about a religious life. — True 
religion its own reward. — Nothing better than righteousness. — 
Salvation a work for us to do. — Working out our own. — God per- 
forms his promises. — The ten virgins. —Oil in the lamps. 

A LL persons who read the Bible attentively 
"^^ see the word Salvation in it. It is in the 
Old Testament and in the New ; in the Penta- 
teuch, in the Prophets, in the Psalms, in the 
Gospel narratives, in the Epistles. We read 
of Jesus as a Saviour ; we read that men need 
to be saved, and that many of them were saved 
when the Bible was written. We are told by a 
Christian apostle that God *' will have all men 
to be saved ; " and our text just read declares 
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to us that " Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners." What are we to understand by 
these sayings? 

There are different meanings of the word 
"Salvation" in the scriptures. When Moses, 
as he came to the Red Sea, called upon the hosts 
of Israel to *' stand still and see the salvation of 
God," he meant that deliverance from the power 
of their enemies which would be wrought for 
them, their passage thi'ough the sea, and the 
destruction of the Egyptian hosts in the waters. 
When the Psalmist cries out to the Lord, " de- 
liver me, and save me from bloody men," he 
means that evil men, his enemies, may not af- 
flict or destroy him. When Peter was attempt- 
ing to walk upon the water to Christ, and felt 
himself sinking, he cried, *' Lord, save ! I 
perish ! " His prayer was that he might not 
lose his life by drowning. Paul said of 
those in the ship with him, that except all the 
souls in it remained there through the tempest- 
uous weather, they could not be saved ; that is, 
if any of them left the vessel in fear, they 
would lose their lives. In all these instances, 
and in many others where we read of salvation, 
and of bein^ saved, such language has reference 
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to a saving or preserving from bodily haim or 
danger. 

But the salvation about which the Bible speaks 
oftenest, is a difierent one. It means, to be 
kept free from evils worse than any that can 
afflict the body. The salvation of which we hear 
most in this book, — that with which Jesus came 
to bless us, — is the salvation of the soul, or 
the spiritual part of man from evils which 
threaten it, and which are constantly distressing 
the gi'eat world of mankind. 

There are three evils from which Jesus comes 
to save men ; these are, Error, Unbelief and 
Sin. 

To be in error, is to have the mind darkened. 
Jesus came to bring the light of tinith to those 
who sat in darkness. He says of himself, *' I 
am the light of the world : he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life. — Every one that is of the truth 
heareth my voice. — I am the Truth." ^ Jesus 
came to save men from error by making known 
his truth to them. Heeding this and walking 
by it, they should have joy and peace. 

Unbelief is another evil from which Jesus 

» John viil. 12; xiv. 6; xviii. 37. 
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came to save men. All men need faith in God. 
Faith to the soul is what food is to the body. 
''The just shall live by faith. —Without faith it 
is impossible to please God ; " ^ that is, we can- 
not bring an acceptable offering to him without 
faith. Most men have needed and now need this 
salvation. They know not God, and their fool- 
ish hearts are darkened. They worship idols. 
They do not realize a heavenly Father's love ; 
they have no Christian hope of an hereafter. 
All such souls need to be saved fronj unbelief. 
Faith in God, in Christ and immortality would 
free them from their doubts — would so far save 
them. 

"Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners." Sin is the transgression of God's holy 
law. All men were accounted sinners, because 
all men had transgressed this law of the Lord ; 
had walked contrary to his heavenly directions. 
They are spoken of in the scriptures as blinded 
and lost, as perishing with hunger, as sick, 
dying, and dead. Jesus comes to open their 
eyes ; to find lost souls and bring them to their 
rightful owner ; to feed the perishing ones with 
heavenly bread ; to restore the sick and dying 

1 Heb. xi. 6. 
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to healtl^and soundness ; to raise dead souls to 
the life of faith and hope and righteousness. 
This was the holy mission upon which the Father 
sent him into the world. In view of this work 
he said, "and I, if I be hfted up from the earth 
will draw all men unto nie.''^ 

Of this salvation by Jesus Christ, let us un- 
derstand three things : — 

First : it is a blessing which all men need 
now, here in the present life. 

It has been thought by a great many good 
people who have taught it to their children, 
J^ecause they believed it was so written in the 
Bible, that Jesus Christ came into this world to 
save men from a dreadful endless hell in the 
life to come. But on careful searching we do 
not find any such doctrine taught in this Book, 
and many Christian ministers and people are 
coming to this conclusion. The Scriptures 
teach us that Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners, not so much from evils that were 
out of the world, or in any other world, as from 
such as were here, such as those we have already 
named, error, unbelief, and sin. He came to 
save men from the many dreadful hells that are 

' John xii. 32. 
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in our world, and to save them at onqp ; as we 
are told in one of the Epistles: '* Behold, now 
is the accepted time ; behold now is the day of 
salvation." * When the apostle Peter was 
preaching to the great multitude on the day of 
Pentecost, as we read in the second chapter of 
the Acts of the Apostles, he called upon them 
to save themselves ; but from what ? Not from 
endless burnings in the life to come, but from 
evils then and there existing all around them. 
**Save yourselves from this untoward genera- 
tion ; " * save youi'selves from the evil works, 
from the sins and abominations of the world 
around you. In all ages people have needed 
this very salvation. Most of them all over the 
earth are needing it now. They are alienated or 
turned away from God by wicked works. 

Life is a battle. We are called upon to con- 
tend with evil in all forms. The works of the 
flesh and the fruits of the spirit are both stated 
in the New Testament. *'Now the works of 
the flfesh are these, idolatry, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, envyings, 
murders, drunkenness, revellings and such like ; 
but the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, 

12 Cor. vi. 2. « Acts ii. 40. 
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long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance."^ To be saved from these 
evils, and to secure these blessings, there must 
be a conflict. We cannot live in this world 
without it. Some will have more and others 
less, but all will know something of the strife, 
if they make any effort to live a righteous life, 
'^ to deal justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with God."*-^ We cannot possibly live 
a true life without this personal salvation, this 
power to contend successfully against evil 
thoughts, evil habits, evil influences and exam- 
l)les. We want a religion that has its root in 
the heart, that will stand all kinds of trial, and 
hold good through them all. Let me illustrate. 
Some of you have heard of the large watch 
manufactories which we have in some parts of 
our country. Did you ever hear how watches 
there are tried so as to be perfectly accurate 
in keeping time ? Let me tell you. One man 
takes special charge of this work. He tries 
the watches in all ways ; first by hanging them 
uj) and letting them run awhile ; then turning 
them upside down, and hanging them in that 
position ; then tipping them for a time, first 

* Gal. V. 21-23. j Mic.vi* 8. 
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on one side, then on the other. The watches 
are next put into an oven, where the temperature 
is quite high, and afterwards into a refrigerator, 
where the temperature is very low. All this, so 
that the watch may keep good time through all 
these changes of position and of heat and cold. 

This description shows us the way in which 
our chai'acters are to be tested in life, and the 
careful preparation needed on our part for all the 
changes that may come to us to try our powers. 
The young heart needs to be regulated as much 
and as well as these watches which men make. 
It must stand all changes of position in which 
the person may be placed, and all changes of 
company and of circumstances ; and can it keep 
correct time, — can it maintain its virtue and be 
constantly true to the right through all ? 

Now this perfect condition and action of the 
soul is what the religion of Jesus can effect for 
us. There is no other religion like it that re- 
quires so much of us, and that enables us to do 
so much for ourselves. Through every form in 
which temptation comes ; in all trials through 
which we must pass, this heavenly grace within 
can preserve us, and keep our hearts beating 
true with love to God and man, and faithful to 
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the heavenly law. All souls need this blessing, 
just as all men need air and repose, that they 
may have bodily health and enjoyment. 

Again, this salvation is the very highest good 
we can seek after or enjoy. I say this, because 
the Bible warrants me in saying it, and because 
it is so plain a truth to be seen and understood. 
I'he soul of man is of greater value than his 
body, because it is to live always. The body 
will go back to the dust whence it came. The 
spirit will live on with God who breathed it into 
the.body. Eeligion comes to enlighten and bless 
us. It is to the spirit nvhat good food is to the 
body ; as our Lord told the tempter, "Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." ^ 

Religion is the true knowledge of God and 
obedience to his will ; it is hope in his loving- 
kindness ; it is faith that he can do for us better 
than we can ask or think for ourselves. In the 
Old Testament this religion is called wisdom. 
We there read, " Wisdom is the principal thing, 
therefore get wisdom ; — for the merchandise of 
it is better than the merchandise of silver, and 
Hie gain thereof than fine gold. She is more 

1 Matt. iv. 4. 
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precious than rubies, and all the things which 
thou canst desire are not to- be compared unto 
her." ^ Jesus says, '' Seek ye first the kingdom 
of heaven and its righteousness; — lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, (or heavenly 
treasures) ." He calls his religion the pearl of 
great price, to obtain which a man sold all other 
possessions which he had. The apostle Paul 
tells us that he accounted all other things but 
loss compared with this religion. Here what 
the same apostle said of the faithful Christians 
in his day : *' As sorrowful, yet always rejoic- 
ing ; as poor, yet making many rich ; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing all things." ^ Do 
you ask how this could be? — how a person who 
had nothing could possess all things ? I answer, 
although he was one of the poorest in this 
world's goods, he had within him that love for 
God and his fellow-men which would outlast all 
earthly riches, which would give an inward joy 
and peace such as no earthly possession could 
ever secure. 

Some of the richest of persons in the wealth 
of the world are the very poorest in their spirit- 
ual gains. Most young persons have a desire 

» Prov. iii. iv. 2 2 Cor. vi. 10. 
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to be rich. They would like to be wealthy when 
they grow up to be men and women. But what 
if they obtain earthly . riches ? what if they 
should come to be among the most wealthy in 
the land where they dwell, and should have bad 
hearts, evil dispositions and habits, of how much 
worth, after all, would their wealth be? Dol- 
larsand cents will not make one wise, and truth- 
ful, and generous, and happy. Gold and silver 
will not make a saint of anybody. We must 
have better riches than these, if we want to be 
really happy and truly blest ; 

** Riches above what earth can grant. 
And lasting as the mind." 

I remember being called out of my bed at mid- 
night, once, to see a dying man. Before I had 
reached his chamber he had departed. He was 
a wealthy man, and had thought more of his 
money during his life than of any thing else. 
When I saw him, his hand lay upon a little chest 
on a stand near his bed. He had placed it there 
to rea<5h some papers about which he had been 
anxious. Thoughts about his earthly estate 
followed and held him to the last. His great 
regret seemed to be that he must go away and 
leave it all. He died a poor man. 
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I have seen a man die who was really very 
poor m this world's goods ; who had no earthly 
property to leave to his family, but who died rich. 
He was rich in his religion. He had lived the life 
of a good and faithful Christian. He had done 
what he could with the talents and means God had 
given him, and had always trusted in his Father's 
goodness. And now that he had come to his 
earthly end, his trust remained. His mind was 
on his treasures, but these were heavenly ones ; 
treasures of faith and hope in heaven. He com- 
mended himself and his loved ones to the 
beneficent Father, assured that his mercy would 
provide for them, and that for him there was 
a heavenly home of boundless wealth, into the 
enjoyment of which he and they would yet come, 
never to be subjects of poverty or want again. 

Nothing can be better than the pure and holy 
life which Jesus led. Although a life of sorrow 
and suffering, it was one of joy and peace. 
Although he had here on earth no permanent 
home of his own, yet his heavenly communion 
with his Father made all places home-like and 
sacred to him. He told the friends who were 
with him during his ministry here, that he had 

'iat to eat which they knew not of. He en- 
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joyed the constant presence of God ; he de- 
lighted to do his will ; and angelic beings from 
the heavenly world came and ministered unto 
him. But he promised such enjoyment to those 
who believed on him, and became his faithful 
followers. He said to them, ''If a man love me, 
he will keep my word, and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him."^ 

Many young persons have very strange ideas 
about a religious life. They think that to be 
religious they must renounce life's pleasures ; 
that religion is not desirable to make one 
happy; and that if it were not for escaping 
endless pain and enjoying endless happiness 
hereafter, it would hardly be worth while to 
lead a religious life. But this is a false view. 
The religion of Jesus gives happiness to its pos- 
sessor. It pays its way. It is its own reward, 
its own joy, its own unfailing blessing. The 
Bible tells us that "in keeping" God's com- 
mandments there is great reward. We can 
have no reward for our righteousness so good 
as righteousness itself. Angels are happier 
than men, because they are better. The better 

1 John xiv. 23. 
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we are, the more of true happiness and joy will 
be ours. Our highest good consists in being 
most like God. A saved soul is the happiest 
being in the universe. This will be our happi- 
ness here and hereafter, that we are saved from 
error, unbelief, and sin, and the death of the 
soul that comes of sin. We speak of universal 
salvation, by which we mean the salvation of all 
souls from these evils, and their life in obedi- 
ence to God. This is the highest good we can 
ever know. It is the highest which our heav- 
enly Father himself can bestow upon us. 

Again, salvation signifies a work for us to do. 
God is our Saviour; Christ is our Saviour. 
Without their heavenly aid we could do noth- 
ing. Without heavenly grace we cannot save 
ourselves. But we are called upon to take our 
part in the work of salvation. "Save your- 
selves," said Peter to the multitude on the day 
of Pentecost. " Work out your own salvation," 
is another direction ; and the reason is given : 
" For it is God that worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure." * What we 
can do in the exercise of our own powers, we 
are not to ask God to do for us. He intends 

» 1 Phil. ii. 12. 
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that each soul shall have a part in working out 
its own salvation. God gives sunshine, rain, 
the spring and summer seasons, and he will give 
the husbandman good crops, if the husband- 
man will sow the seed in season, and carefully 
cultivate his garden or field. "Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap." * He will 
not reap if he does not sow. By working out 
our own salvation, it is ours, and not another's. 
Yet we ascribe all the glory to God, who has 
made us capable of this effort, and has given us 
the means to make it successful. 

Our heavenly Father "will give his Holy 
Spirit to them who ask him." This is the 
blessino^ we need. And we must seek it dili- 
gently, prayerfully, resolutely, and confidently. 
Our heavenly Father will not deny himself. He 
will perform what he has promised. He will 
hear our prayers, he will aid our exertions, he 
will accept our humble services, he will pardon 
our transgressions, he will love us freely, he 
will grant us his salvation. 

His salvation ; that is, his life of love in our 
souls, just as Jesus had this life in him. We 
should understand that salvation is not only a 

» Gal. vi. 7. 
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deliverance from evil, but a condition of the 
spirit in which the good can be constantly en- 
joyed. It is not only a recovery from sickness, 
l)ut a restoration to health and soundness. Sal- 
vation is the spirit's health. A healthy soul is 
a saved soul. No souls are really healthy who 
are not saved. 

Do you remember the Parable of the Ten 
Virgins recorded in Matthew's Gospel? It 
represents five wise and five foolish virgins. 
The wise took oil in their lamps, and were 
ready to meet the bridegroom. The foolish 
took no oil, and when the bridegroom came 
they were not prepared to meet him. Do you 
ask what we are to learn from this? Let me 
answer: The lesson of preparation for the 
duties of life. We are called to these duties 
by Christ, who is represented in the parable as 
the heavenly bridegroom. And we shall be 
wise if we heed his call. By oil may be signi- 
fied the heavenly virtue there is in us ; virtue 
for all the duties, trials, and changes of life. 
But this virtue does not come all at once. We 
must obtain it little by little ; must lay it up 
against the time to come, the time of tempta- 
tion, the time of suffering and sorrow, the time 
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of death. We want a knowledge of Christian 
truth ; we want the love and the practice of this 
truth ; we want to keep our hearts continually 
open to the instructions of Jesus. One of our 
sweet Sabbath hymns begins with the words : 

" To keep the lamp alive, 
With oil we fill the bowl, 
'Tis water makes the lily thrive. 
And grace that feeds the soul." 

May we be found among those who have their 
lamps filled and burning. 

Know, then, that salvation is the greatest 
blessing of all souls. You want Christian sal- 
vation here and now. Seek it, pray for it, 
study for it, strive for it, and it will be yours. 
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X. 

WHAT AFTER DEATH? 

" This mortal must put on immortality.^'^ — 1 Cor. xv. 53. 

Do men live after death?— An old question. — What men have 
thought about it. — The Brahmins, Magians, Grecian philosophers, 
and others. — Reason and Revelation. — How men reason. — 
Changes in our bodies while we live. — The spirit alive when the 
body is dying. — Our spirits fitted for another life. — The bird in 
the shell. — The painter, poet, and philosopher.— WTiat Mr. New- 
ton said. The old man of a hundred and five years. — Death not 
the king of terrors : a divine appointment. —Nothing lost. — God's 
revelation to the animal creation : the flying bird, the duckling. — 
Revelation to man. — Resurrection of Jesus: what it teaches. — 
Death destroyed. — The precious hope. —Across the river : attrac- 
tions there. 

TS man immortal? or, do men live after their 
-■" bodies die? Such questioning has been 
heard in the world ever since men came into 
it. The Bible asks, "If man die shall he live 
again ? " ^ And the Bible answers the question 
more clearly than all other books the world has 
ever seen. 

Why should not God give to man a life here- 
after? The Apostle Paul very properly asked 
the question of King Agrippa, " Why should it 

^ Job xiv. 14. 
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be thought a thing incredible with you that God 
should raise the dead?"^ If he has creative 
power, surely this is possible. If he has raised 
us up into this life, can he not also raise us into 
another and still higher one? Sui-ely, as easily 
as he can change the worm that creeps in dust 
into the winged butterfly that sports in its free- 
dom through the summer day. 

All the best thinkers among men have some- 
how believed it possible that we shall live here- 
after. Solomon, one of the wisest writers in 
the Bible, believed in the continued existence 
of man after death. He says, "The dust 
shall return to the earth as it was ; and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it." He 
does not tell us how the spirit shall exist ; but 
he thinks that as it came from God, as it is a 
breath of God in man, so when the body in 
which it dwells shall decay, it will go back to 
the great Source again. The Brahmins of the 
East who lived long before Solomon or Moses, 
and the Magians, and the philosophers and 
thoughtful men of after ages and nations, have 
had the same convictions. It is true that they 
indulged in all sorts of strange ideas respecting 

» Acts xxvi. 8. 
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the future life of man. Some said that souls 
after death went to a region of ghosts, and lived 
there in happiness or misery. But the opinion 
most generally prevailing was, that of the trans- 
migration of souls ; that is, that the soul after 
death went into another body of man or beast, 
and there existed until that body died, and then 
entered another; and so on, often through 
many changes and for long ages. The Magians 
believed that a soul once brou<?ht into beinof 
would exist eternally ; that it passed through 
numberless bodies, and at last came back to the 
Creator. Plato said to Socrates, "It is clear 
that the soul must be divine, and the body 
the mortal element." When Socmtes took the 
poisoned cup, he said, " I draw confidence from 
the hope that something remains of man after 
death." Demosthenes, when advised to per- 
form a dishonorable action to save hfe life, 
says, "God forbid that after I have heard 
Zenocrates and Plato discourse so divinely on 
the immortality of the soul, I should prefer a 
life of infamy and disgrace to an honorable 
death." Cicero said, " If I am wrong in believ- 
ing that the souls of men are immortal, I please 
myself in my mistake." 
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These (luestionings about the future life are 
still going on among mankind. They are the 
old questions, and will always be asked where- 
ever man exists and is capable of using his 
reasoning powers. And how are they to be 
answered? In two ways: by appealing to the 
reason God has given us, and by giving heed 
to what his Revelation to man declares. 

We believe that the spirit may survive the 
body, because we see that it lives on througli 
all lK)dily changes that take place from infancy 
to old age. These changes are so complete 
that there is probably not a particle of matter 
in one of our bodies which was there half a 
dozen years ago. But through all the growth 
and all the decaying of the bodily powers, the 
spirit still survives, and often increases in 
brightness and strength as death approaches, 
so that it seems to triumph over all bodily 
weakness, instead of being a subject of death 
as the body is. 

Think, too, how the spirit will live and act 
when the bodily powers may be greatly im- 
paired by sickness or accident. The limbs may 
be amputated, the eyes blinded, the lungs 
almost consumed, the brain injured, the nerves 
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diseased, and yet the mind may remain as 
strong and sometimes stronger than before. I 
have seen, and so have many others seen, a 
dying person in full possession of his intellect, 
the clearest in thought and vision perhaps of 
all the friends around him, looking steadfastly 
into the future, and in readiness and eagerness 
to enter upon its realities. If the soul died 
with the body, we should certainly think that 
there would be evidences of its decline and 
decay with the bodily powers. But often it is 
not so. The mind is clearest when the Iwdily 
powers are weakest. 

Aofain, we think we have a strons: reason for 
believing in the future life because our present 
mode of being does not seem to be sufficient for 
us in making the highest use of our spiritual 
powers. Let me try to make this plain to you. 

There is an ii^^ in the nest of a bird, and in 
the e^^ is an infant bird ready to force its way 
out of the shell. Here are meml)ers and organs 
for which the bird had no use while it was in 
this confinement. Here are wings and feet 
M ithout space to fly or walk ; here are digestive 
powers, but they cannot procure food; hero 
re eyes, but what can they see? Here is a 
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body which seems fitted for a different con- 
dition from that in which we now sec it. AVe 
conclude that if this shell is the birthplace of 
the young bird, it was not intended Jis its home. 
The bird wjus designed lor a different mode of 
life in which all these organs could be em- 
ployed, and all exercise the powers which were 
in them. 

In the present earthly life man ap|iears as 
this bird in the shell. He has powers here 
which he cannot freely use ; wings which he 
cannot unfold ; eyes of the spirit which <io not 
see all that they can most enjoy. He has facid- 
ties and desires which seek here in vain for 
their full action. We can think of a greater 
employment for them than the earthly life has 
ever afforded. The painter, beautiful as his 
pictures may be, always has before him higher 
ideas of perfection to which he would be glad to 
rise. The poet, in his highest flight of song, 
has conceptions still higher, which no language 
of his can utter. The man of science, after all 
his searchings and discoveries, is obliged to say 
with the great philosopher Xewton, " I seem to 
myself like a child, satisfied with picking up a 
few pebbles upon the shore, while the great 



1(>4 TALKS ABOUT THE BIBLE. 

ocean of truth stretches out all undiscovered 
before me." So of goodness : the more we can 
gain of this, the more still shall we see yet to 
obtain. The best spirits that have ever lived in 
mortal bodies were never satisfied with the 
measure of goodness which they had been able 
to acquire. They have always had ideas of a 
yet higher excellence to which they might 
arrive ; and for this higher excellence they have 
looked beyond the present into the future life. 

Think again, how the character grows stronger 
with age. If the bodily powers decline, there 
is often with many persons an increase of virtue, 
of refinement, of inward vigor. Their souls 
seem to be growing richer and riper as the end 
of their earthly life approaches. I have heard 
of an old man of a hundred and five years, 
blind and deaf, roused up with great diflSculty 
to take notice of persons and things around 
him, whose lips were constantly moving during 
his waking hours in audible praise and prayer. 
This is but one of many similar instances of this 
apparent triumph of the soul over the dying 
bodily powers. This seems to be a stix>ng indi- 
cation that the soul will live on after the frail 
body is no more. 
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Think of this also. God has made us to have 
affections for each other. How strong are these 
in the earthly family relations ! Is it possible 
that they are given to us only to be enjoyed for 
a little season, and then to be quenched forever? 
When we have our most precious thoughts of 
dear kindred and other loved ones, do we not 
often feel glad in the hope that these present 
earthly connections are only the beginning of 
endearments and enjoyments that shall never 
die? But as most persons look upon death, it 
often occasions sad and afflictive thoughts. It 
has been called " the king of terrors." It comes 
and takes from us the dear and the good, the 
parent, brother, sister, companion, offspring, 
associate, neighbor, friend ; and strong as the 
ties are which bind us to them, they are broken. 
This change is constantly going on. One after 
another departs ; we mourn, we think in sad- 
ness of the missing ones; ''we call, but they 
answer not again." All experience teaches us 
that the dead will not return to us, to live again 
as they have in the past, but that we must lay 
off these bodies of oui's and go to them. Now 
we cannot reasonably think that God would have 
given us all these affections which bind us so 



166 TALKS ABOUT THE BIBLE. 

closely to each other, had he not intended that 
they should be renewed and continued in a life 
beyond the present. If God provides every- 
where throughout his creation for the wants and 
longings of his inferior creatures, will he not be 
just as mindful of the desires of creatures into 
whom he has breathed his own spiritual nature? 
It must be so. These loves and unions are not 
to be stricken out forever. They are to be 
renewed and to live on in brighter climes. 

And still again. Science tells us that nothing 
in the universe is lost. Death takes away this 
material body, but it does not destroy the ma- 
terials of which it is made. When the life 
departs the body goes back to the earth from 
which it came. But it really exists there. It is 
changed, but not destroyed. So with its ten- 
ant, the spirit. This, surely, is something quite 
as real as the body. It may be more ethereal, 
but it is just as substantial. It is something, a 
creation of God, and cannot end in nothing. If 
the body returns to the earth to which it belongs, 
so should the spirit to the spiritual sphere whence 
it came. This seems to be Gfod's order. We 
cannot reason differently and be satisfied with 
our reasoning. 
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If, then, we can thus reason respecting our 
future life, must it not be that God has made 
provision to satisfy this looking and longing 
after it ? If he has aiTanged the various capaci- 
ties of his other creatures, and the lives they 
are destined to lead, may we not expect that he 
will give to us some revelation of his will suited 
to our nature as immortal beings ? If the young 
bird feels that he is destined to fly ; if, before 
he has ever tried his wings, he throws himself 
upon the air and finds that he can sail upon it ; 
if the duckling that has never tried the water 
rushes into it by instinct without fear, and finds 
that he is made to swim, shall not man have 
within him that which indicates his immortality, 
and which will be answered in the supplies which 
a gracious God has in store to meet it ? It can- 
not be that he has been true to the birds and to 
all his other creatures, and false to his ofispring 
! man. If he has granted a revelation to insects, 

to birds, to fishes, to quadrupeds, such as they 
need, so has he granted to man such a revelation 
as he needs. And in this revelation he teaches 
us of our life beyond the grave. 

How has God given it ? We answer, through 
Jesus Christ, his son. He says of himself, "/ 
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am the resurrection and the life.^^ ^ No other 
teacher ever said this ; no other teacher ever 
had authority to say it. Jesus died as all men 
die. He rose from the dead. This great iact 
stands out everywhere in the New Testament. 
No fact in human history rests on better evi- 
dence. 

The hope of the resurrection of mankind from 
the dead was preached everywhere by all the 
apostles. The charge brought against them by 
the Sadducees was because of this : " Being 
grieved that they taught the people, and preached 
through Jesus the resurrection from the dead."* 
This was the reason why Paul was encountered 
by certain philosophers of the Stoics and Epi- 
cureans : *' And some said, What will this babbler 
say ? Other some, He seemeth to beja setter forth 
of strange gods, because he preached unto them 
Jesus and the resurrection." ^ Read the fifteenth 
chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
and you will there learn what this eminent 
Christian minister had to say of the future or 
resurrection life of man. I can quote only a 
few of the passages here. Thus he says : " If 
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain ; 

* John xi. 25. « Acts iv. 2. =» Acts xvii. 18. 
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yea, and we are found felse witnesses of God ; 
because we have testified of God that he raised 
up Christ, whom he raised not up, if so be that 
the dead rise not. — But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the first fruits of them 
that slept. For since by man came death, by 
man came also the resuiTection from the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive." * 

Again he says : " The last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death," or " death the last enemy 
shall be destroyed.'' — And when all things 
shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son 
also himself be sul)ject unto him that put all 
things under him, that God may be all in all."* 
And again : " So when this corruptible shall have 
put on in corruption, and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written. Death is 
swallowed uj) in victory. O death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
Thanks be unto God that giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." ' 

Thus the great hope of a new life, a resurrec- 
tion life, is spread before us through Jesus, who 

» 1 Cor. XV. 2 1 Cor. xv. 28. * 1 Cor. xv. 54- 57. 
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is made Lord both of the dead and of the liv- 
ing ; for all are to live through him. " Which 
hope we have as an anchor of the soul both sure 
and steadfast, and which entereth into that with- 
in the veil, whither the forerunner is for us 
entered, even Jesus." ' 

What a precious hope ! We need it, that we 
may keep our thoughts upon our heavenly in- 
terests, and remember that these are greater 
than all which the eaiih can yield us. All 
earthly things must fade. This life of the here- 
after will endure. We need this hope to dispel 
all our doubts about the future when death takes 
from us our dear and loved ones, and we realize 
that they can be with us here no more. It as- 
sures us that these companionships and loves 
and affections shall be renewed in a brighter 
clime, in our Father's house where they shall be 
increasing evcnnore. It will make that heavenly 
land attractive ; the celestial shores will look 
fairer its our thoughts go out towards them. 
Said a Christian father who lived on the bank of 
a large river with beautiful scenery on either 
side : " Often as I have stood on the borders of 
this stream, and looked over to the fau* fields on 

' lleb. vi. 20. 
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the other shore, I have felt but little interest in 
the people or the place in full view before me. 
The river separates me from them, and my 
thoughts and affections were here. But a few 
months ago, one of my children moved across 
to the other side, and took up his residence 
there. Since that time my heart has been there 
also. In the morning, when I rise and look out 
toward the east, I think of my child who is over 
there, and again and again through the day I 
think of him, and the other side of the river is 
always in my thoughts with the child who is 
gone there to dwell. And now, since another of 
my children has crossed the river of death, and 
has gone to dwell on the other side, my heart 
is drawn out toward Heaven and the inhabi- 
tants of Heaven as it was never drawn before. 
I supposed that Heaven was dear to me ; that 
my father was there, and my friends were there, 
and that I had a great interest in Heaven ; but I 
had no child there ! Now I have ; and I never 
think and never shall think of Heaven, but with 
the memory of that dear child who is to be 
among the inhabitants forever." ^ 

These are tender and beautiful words, and 
they arc very impressive. The greatest attrac- 
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tions of the heavenly world are the loved ones 
who have gone before us. 

Let us bless God for the glorious hope of im- 
mortality. As we stand in its heavenly light, 
we are not frightened nor made sad because of 
death. We can welcome it as a Father's message 
sent in love and mercy to his children. 

•*No longer the shroud and the pall wear gloom; 
They are travelling robes to a fairer home. 
Where hearts that were linked with an earthly love. 
Shall meet to inherit the kingdom above.^^ 
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XI. 

REMEMBRANCE OF GOD IN YOUTH. 
" Bemember now thy Creator in the day» of thy youth J*^ — 

ECCLESIASTES xii. 1. 

Bemembering and forgetting. — Solomon's advice. —How God should 
be remembered. — As a Father: his constant goodness. — As a 
Lawgiver and Jadge. — Conscience. — Stable-keeper's detective. 
Our deeds known to God. — Remembrance of Christ. — His love 
for children. — Our greatest good in him. —Our Christian privileges. 
Blessings of remembering God. — A good time. — Wisdom's pleas- 
ant ways. — Youth the best time. — A prisoner's confession. — First 
wrong-doings.— The frog in the water-pipe. — An aged woman's 
account. — An aged man's remembrance of Christ. — Beginning 
right. — Need of young Christians. — Dedicated children. -Christ 
a fountain. —The stream that never dried up. 

OOLOMON, who gives this good advice to 
youth, was one of the wisest of men in 
his day. He was a Hebrew king and a philoso- 
pher. He wrote a great many excellent prov- 
erbs, which have been read and admired in 
every age. 

" Remember thy Creator '* is the advice of the 
text. To remember is to keep in mind that 
which we have seen, or heard, or learned. We 
may see, or hear, or know some very good 
things, and then forget them. We may see 
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God's beauty and wisdom in his works ; we 
may hear his excellent words as they speak to 
us in the Bible ; we may be taught the truth as 
he has told it there ; and it may pass out of our 
minds, so that we shall not be made better l)y 
it. To save us from any such mistake as this, 
we have this advice of Solomon. 

The wise man wrote these words for children 
and youth, and this is one reason why I would 
speak of them to my young friends. He says, 
'* Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth." Do not put off this duty to some other 
time, until you may be older. And he reasons 
wisely. *' Remember thy Creator — while the 
evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh 
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them." ' 

What shall we remember of God ? The an- 
swer is, that which we most need to know and 
keep in mind. Let us think. We need to 
remember that he is our Father, Lawgiver, 
and Judge, and that he is entitled to our con- 
stant obedience. If he is our Father, we ought 
to love and honor him, just as children ought to 
love and honor their earthly parents. But we 

* Eccles. xii. 1. 
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shall not be likely to do this unless we remem- 
ber his fatherly care and kindness every day of 
our lives. The more we keep his goodness in 
mind, the more likely shall we be to love and 
serve him. 

He is our Lawgiver and Judge. Wc live 
under his laws. If we obey them, we shall 
find happiness and secure good. If we are dis- 
obedient, we shall find grief and reap evil. He 
will render to all his children according to 
their conduct. There are many of his children 
who think that they may do wrong and not 
realize God's judgment for it. They think they 
may escape detection and punishment. But 
this cannot be. God's Word says, "Be sure 
your sin will find you out." ^ I remember an 
illustration of this truth which I will give 
you. 

There is a little machine, made something 
like a clock, which can ,be fastened on a car- 
riage, and in some way connected with the 
motion of the wheels. It is so arranged that it 
marks off correctly the number of miles that the 
carriage runs. A stable-keeper once had one 
upon a carriage that he kept for letting, and by 

1 Num. xxxil. 23. 
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this means he could tell just how many miles 
any one went who hired it of him. 

Two young men once hired it to go to a town 
some ten miles distant. Instead of simply 
going and returning, as they promised to do, 
they rode to another town some five miles fur- 
ther, making the distance they passed over, and 
coming, some thirty miles. When they re- 
turned, the owner of the establishment, without 
being noticed by the young men, glanced upon 
the face of the measuring instrument, and dis- 
covered how many miles they had travelled. 

" Where have you been ? " he then asked 
them. 

** Where we were going," was the answer. 

" Have you not been further than that?" 

'' Oh, no ! " they replied. 

" How many miles have you been in all ? " 

"Twenty." 

He touched the spring, the cover opened, 
and here, on the face of the instrument, the 
thirty miles were found recorded. The young 
men were astonished at this unerring testimony 
of an unseen witness that they had carried with 
them all the way. 

Thus has God placed a recording witness in 
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our hearts. We cannot dismiss it. It is our 
conscience, and whatever our lips may deny, it 
will always tell the truth. Every child through 
each day of life, should have this thought in 
mind, " Thou, God, seest me." 

We should remember, too, that greatest of 
all gifts to us, the Lord Jesus Christ. Chil- 
dren should remember this, for Christ is the 
children's friend and Saviour. When he was 
on earth he expressed his love for them. He 
said, "Suffer little children to come unto me 
and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven."^ He was once a child, and in his 
childhood '* increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and man." * His religion 
is for the young as well as for the old ; it is a 
religion for children. It will make them just, 
pure, loving and hopeful. It will keep them 
from evil desires, from wrong habits and prac- 
tices. It will preserve them from the evils of 
the world, and serve to make them helpers of 
mankind. 

We should remember his life of obedience 
and love ; how he sought to bless all who came 
within the sphere of his influence ; how he com- 

^ Matt. xix. 14. * Luke y. 52. 



178 TALKS ABOUT THE BIBLE, 

forted the afflicted and mourning, had mercy 
upon the poor, cured the blind and deaf and 
dumb, and those who had any sickness ; raised 
the dead to life, and gave himself, his holy life 
and highest love for us all. 

We should remember his character so pure, 
so perfect, so Godlike, and should keep it be- 
fore us for our imitation . If we cannot be as 
perfect as he was when here in our world, we 
can so strive to live as to be growing in his 
likeness, and thus making ourselves followers 
of our Father in heaven. 

We need to remember him as the opener of 
the door of immortality, by his rising from the 
dead, and going into the higher life. When 
we think how soon all of us, young or old, 
must pass away from these earthly scenes, we 
need that hope of the heavenly life beyond, 
which the dear Lord reveals to us and which 
he tells us is the inheritance of all his Father's 
children. 

We need to keep it in mind that Jesus is the 
'* heir of all things ; " that the Father has given 
all power ]nto his hands, and that he will so 
employ it as to bring the world to know and 

ioy the heavenly life. We see constantly that 
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we are in a world where wickedness abounds ; 
where sin is doing its deadly work with poor 
human creatures of all ages and conditions. 
Believing in Christ, keeping him in remem- 
brance, we can have encouragement to fight 
against sin, to embrace and defend the right, to 
do good as we have opportunity, assured that 
God is with us, as he was with his dear Son, 
in this righteous work ; that Christ, and all 
good angels in heaven, and all good spirits in 
the universe, are on our side. All this good 
will come to you if you in your youthful days 
truly remember God in his great gift to you 
and to us all, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We ought to keep constantly in mind the Chris- 
tian privileges with which God has favored us. It 
is of his mercy that we do not live in the midst of 
the darkness of paganism. We are indebted to 
Christianity for all the blessings which we as a 
nation enjoy. We live in a land of Bibles and 
churches, of free schools for mental and religious 
instruction, where children and youth enjoy in 
a large measure the privileges of education. 
Many of our youth do not know how greatly 
they are blest in these advantages. Those who 
have visited abroad, and have made themselves 
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acquainted with the people and institutions of 
other countries, tell us very plainly of the 
greater reasons for thanks to God which we as 
a people have than most others on the face of 
the earth. Every child who can use his mem- 
ory should bear this in mind ; should ask him- 
self why he is thus blest above others of his 
race ; if it is not that he should be constantly 
grateful for these mercies, and as constantly 
faithful in the use of them ? I remember a 
little hymn I learned to say in my youth, 
which expresses what many a young heart 
ought to feel : 

" I thank the goodness and the grace 
Which on my birth have smiled. 
And made me in my early days 
A happy Christian child.'* 

Let us next see what we may gain in this early 
remembrance of our Father in heaven. 

In the first place our religious interests are 
above all others that we can ever have in mind. 
All children desire to be happy ; they are con- 
stantly seeking enjoyment. '*Agood time" is 
always welcome to them. Now the religion of 
Jesus promises "a good time," through all life 
to those who live according to its heavenly 
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directions. You can judge for yourselves who 
has the best time in life, the youth who has no 
restraint laid upon him at home, who has his 
own way, and runs into evil company, and con- 
tracts bad habits, and grows up into a man in 
whom others have no confidence, and who ends 
his days perhaps on the gallows or in the prison ; 
or that other one who heeds the good counsels 
which are given him at home, is pure-minded, 
speaks no evil, avoids wrong habits, and seeks 
to " walk circumspectly " every day. Here is 
the difference between one who does not and 
one who does remember his Creator in the days 
of his youth, between one who gives no heed to 
the teachings of heavenly Wisdom, and one who 
believes what the Bible says, that " her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths peace."' 
God asks of every little child to whom His word 
comes, that he shall be the best and do the best 
he can through all his earthly life. "For he 
that will love life and see good days, let him 
refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that 
they speak no guile. Let him put away evil 
and do good, let him seek peace and pursue it." ' 
Can there be any better advice than this ? 
»Prov. vi. 7. 21 Pet. viU. 10, 11. 
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Again, youth is the best season for this remem- 
brance of God, and of our relations and duties 

to him. 

"It saves us from a thousand snares. 
To mind religion young/' 

It is laying up a store of blessing for after 
days. It is acquiring wise and good habits, 
which will " grow with our growth and strengthen 
with our strength." Many a convict in prison 
laments the waste of his earlier life, mourns 
over the negligence of his early religious training 
which caused him to run into mischief and crime. 
Said a poor prisoner who was about to be ex- 
ecuted for murder, " Nobody ever told me to do 
right, and I never heard a prayer in my father's 
house." Many a man who has never committed 
crime, but who has been led to regret his negli- 
gence in his early days, has said, '*If I had my 
life to live over again, I think I should make it 
a better one." Without doubt he would. And 
to save this regret the only safe way is to make 
the most of yourself while your youthful days 
last. This is the advice of the wise man ; "while 
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh 
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them." What troubles come because of these 
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early mistakes, these first temptations into which 
so many youths fall, these first evils which they 
commit. A story which I read not long since 
illustrates most clearly this sad truth. It is 
related by a minister who lived in the state of 
New York : * 

" In the field back of my house, and up the hill 
are two springs. From one I draw water to my 
house through pipes, while the water from the other 
goes to my barn and my neighbor's house. The water 
runs very swiftly, because it is running down hill. 

" The pipe enters this spring, not at the toj) of the 
water, nor at the bottom either. If it were at the 
top, the scum would get into the pipe, and a float- 
ing bug now and then. If it were at the bottom, 
dregs and sediment would get in. So the pipe goes 
in about six inches below the top of the water. 

" When we are pumping water at the bam for the 
horses, and my neighbor pumps water at the same 
time for her washing-day, the pipe draws at a great 
rate. But it draws in nothing but pure water, if 
all things keep at the top, and all heavy things be 
still at the bottom. 

" At one time a very little frog found its way 
into the pipe where the water was running in freely. 
Having entered, he found it hard to get back again, 
and so kept on, until he came to where the pipe 
made a short bend for the barn. As the water was 

• Rev. T. K. Beecher. 
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quiet there he rested, and as he found he could not 
go back to the spring, he remained there. The 
water brought him enougli to eat, and he had room 
to grow. But at last he grew so large as to stop 
the pipe. Then we examined to see where the 
trouble was. I ran an iron rod into the pipe, and 
felt something which I struck very forcibly, so that 
it was pushed downward, when the water gushed out 
and brought with it a large bleeding frog. He was 
too much bruised to live. I wondered how so large 
a frog could have been found there. Then a wise 
woman in my house told me : ' Why, he went in 
when he was little and foolish, and grew up there. 



? » 



And the minister goes on to say : " I cannot 
get that poor frog out of my mind. He was so 
like some folks I have seen. They were drawn 
off into bad company and foolish indulgences, 
until when they have found they had gone too 
far and wish to return, they find themselves 
unable to do so. They grow and increase in 
their wickedness, and if they come out at last 
they are dreadfully bruised, or sick and dying, 
or dead. When I see him in the coflSn I hear 
folks ask : ' How came he to throw himself 
away so?' *What made him drink himself to 
death?/ 'How happened she to go ofl* into 
infamy?' 'How came he to be a gambler?' 
Then I shall answer as the wise woman said to 
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me about the frog : ' They went in when they 
were little and foolish, and grew up there.'" 

Again, impressions made on the mind in early 
life ai:p the strongest of all others. Our memo- 
ries of childhood are the most vivid of any that 
remain with us in after life. Many aged people 
cannot tell you much that took place with them 
a few years ago, while they will describe to 
you, very minutely, events which took place 
when they were quite young. I remember hear- 
ing the Battle of Bunker Hill described to me 
years ago by a lady over ninety years of age, 
who had witnessed most of the battle when she 
was a girl of sixteen. The events were burned 
into her memory. But she knew very little of 
what was then going on around her, and could 
not relate with much accuracy events in which 
she had shared for the last twenty years of her 
life. There is an account given of an old man 
who had become very feeble, and who was in a 
dying condition. His kindred came around him 
but he did not know them. A little child whom 
he had deeply loved was brought, and he was 
asked if he did not know his darling. "I have no 
little darling," was his reply. He was asked if 
he remembered Christ. He instantly answered, 
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"Oyes, I do remember the Lord Jesus Christ, 
I do know him ! " He had been a devoted 
Christian from his early life. He had remem- 
bered his Creator in the days of his youth. 

Again : iii all the work of life we have to do 
it is essential that we begin right. If you are 
to build a house, you need a good foundation, 
a safe one. If you do not have this, whatever 
of good work you put into your house may be 
injured by the settling of the foundation. If 
you are to make a wheel, you want the hub 
sound, that it may hold the spokes fast, and that 
the wheel may bear the strain that shall come 
upon it. If you wish to raise good grain and 
plenty of it, you must be careful that your 
seed is good, and- how you sow it. One way to 
become good men and women is to sow the 
seeds of goodness early in your minds. If you 
sow the seed it will grow, as God meant it 
should. The mind is the garden for it to grow 
in. But you must attend to the growth. If 
you nip the bud from the rose-bush there will 
be no flowers. The seed you plant will not 
bloom and ripen if you break oflT every good 
thought, or check the tender feelings that rise 
within you, or refuse to do the good you think 
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you ought to do. You are gratified to see the 
rich lily growing up in the garden, and you 
loosen the earth about it to help it upward. So 
should you rejoice at the growth of good prin- 
ciples in your hearts, and keep your minds open 
to all true thoughts and noble feelings. Begin 
right, and you have so far done a safe work. 
Begin life with the duty of remembering your 
Heavenly Father and his claims upon you. If 
you have a desire for other blessings, know that 
this is the greatest of all. 

A few more words let me say. We are 
greatly in need of young Christians. We ought 
to have more of them coming from our homes 
and our Sabbath schools. Those who are older 
will in a few years pass away. Who shall take 
their places if not those who are young now? 
Some of you, my dear young friends, have been 
publicly offered to your Heavenly Father by 
Christian baptism or dedication. You remember 
the "Children's Sunday," and the services in 
the church on that day. Do you often think 
what this service means? — that it means your 
consecration to Christ, your coming to the 
Christian church, your seeking to live and to 
honor the Christian life ? I pray you to remem- 
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her it, and to keep often in mind the meaning 
of this beautiful service. Remember that you 
belong to Christ, and are bound to love and 
serve him all your days. 

Let it be often in your thoughts that the 
religion of Christ is worth everything else. It 
will give a charm to all life. It will be a con- 
stant support to you in the changes and trials 
you must meet. Earthly things fail, but this 
hope and life of Christ in your heart will be a 
constant supply. 

"If any man thirst," said Jesus, "let him 
come unto me and drink. He that drinketh of 
the water that I shall give him, shall never 
thirst ; it shall be in him a well of water, spring- 
ing up into everlasting life." ^ 

" I was once stopping," says a visitor abroad 
from this country, " at a village on the Welsh 
coast, where the people had to bring all their 
water from the well. 

" ' Is this well ever dry ? ' I inquired of a young 
girl who came to draw water. 

"'Dry? Yes, ma'am, very often in hot 
weather.' 

" ' And where do you go for water then ? ' 

1 John vii. 37; iv. 14. 
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" 'To the spring, a little way out of the town.' 

" ' And if the spring dries up ? ' 

'' ' Why, then we go to the stream higher up, 
the best water of all.' 

" ' But, if the stream higher up fails ? ' 

" ' Why, ma'am, that stream never dries up, 
never. It is always the same, winter and 



summer. 



I went to see this precious stream which 
' never dries up.' It was a clear, sparkling 
rivulet, coming down the high hill, not with 
torrent leap and roar, but with soft murmur of 
fulness and freedom. It followed down to the 
highway side. It was within reach of every 
child's little pitcher. It was enough for every 
empty vessel. The small birds came down 
thither to drink. The sheep and lambs had 
trodden a little path to its l)rink. The thirsty 
beasts of burden along the dusty road knew the 
way to the stream that never dries up.^ 

It is thus with the waters of life and salvation 
that spring from the Christ, the Rock of ages, 
and are brought even to the reach of the children, 
in the Gospel. Every other stream may grow 
dry in the days of drought and adversity, but 
this heavenly stream never ceases to flow. 
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Rememl)er, then, young friends, these heav- 
enly directions. Heed these calls of the dear 
loving Father upon you. 

** O give to Goci thy earliest years and best. 
The dewy fi-agrance of life's morning hour. 
The sweetest incense yields the opening flower. 
Ere by tlic sultry noontide heats oppressed. 

Take up thy cross and gird thy aiinor on. 

Young pilgrim in life's dark and treacherous way. 
Thy tnist in God, thy motto " watch and pray,'' 

So shalt thou bid each craven fear begone. 

Drain not life's cup of pleasure sparkling high. 

Then give to God the remnant of thy days; 

Tis he demands thy life's unceasing praise. 
Remember Him ! ere evil days draw nigh.'' 
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